This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://google.com/books?id=e3c4AAAAMAAJ&ie=ISO-8859-1







e
.







W




. .
b df(u *
. ~
. . hd .
i 1 :
PR
. .
s
v
- \.
’ -
.
.
B
.
o et :
~ .
v -~ Aﬁ.
. 2y
. M R4 H
S :







T

R ey

$  u REAL LIFE;

T wiTe
f" . CONVERSA‘I‘IONS,,
|

CALCUIAT‘D TO -
'REGULATE tus AFFECTIONS, |
}.' L P a.w'n* : .

. !\ h FORM THE MIND TO TRWH AND
Y e % GOODNESS.
sY

MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT.

- N

-————-—*'————-—— . .

‘A NEW EDITION., ° .0 -

-

LONDON: - <

PRINTED FOR J. JOHNSON, NO. 72, 5T. PAUL’S "
. CHURCH-YARD,
. - l
; S N ——
17965 1.

L]




{23

) nggll-m

116



4
. ]

o ¥V T T

T TR e R

—DN\-A i—md
wq:és
e--43

C4YNS L ’
PREFACE.

TH ESE converfations and tales are
zécommodatcd to the prefcnt ftate of fo-
ciety ;, which obhgcs the author to astempt

to cure thofe faults by reafon, which ought
never to have taken root in the infant mind..

- Good habits, imperceptibly- fixed, are far

preferable to the precepts of reafon; bur, -
as this tafk requires more judgment than
generally falls to the lot of parents, fuby
fticutes muft be fought for, and medicifes

- given, when regimen would have anfwered -
“the purpofe much better. I believe thofe-
* who examine their own minds will xead:ly\'

agree with me, that reafon, “wisly difficulty, ‘
conquers fettled habits, even when it 1
arrived at fome degree of maturity: why
then do we fuffer children to be bound with
fetters, which their half:fprmed faculiies
cannot break,

In writing the following work, I aim at

. peripicuity and ﬁmpliéity of ftyle; and try

A 2 . - to
»
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to avoid thofe unmeaning compl:mcnts, _
which ﬂlp from the tongue, but have not
the leatt connection with the affe@ions that
fhould warm the heart, and animate the
condu@. By this falfe politenefs, fincerity
is facrificed, and truth violated; and thus
artificial manners are neceffarily taught.
For true politenefs is a polith, not a varnifh;
and fhould rather be acquired by obferva-
tion than admonition. And we may re-
mark, by way of illuftration, that men do -
not attempt to polith precious ftones, till
age and air have given them that degree of
folidity, which will enable them to bear the
"neceffary fri@ion, without deftroying the
main fubftance,-

The way to render inftruction ‘moft ufe-
ful cannot always be adopted; knowledgc
fhould be gradually imparted, and flow
more from examplé¢ than téaching: exam-
ple direttly addreffes the fenfes, - the: firft
* inlets to the heart; and the improvement
of thofe inftruments of the undeiftanding -is
 the objeét education fhould have con&antly
in
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*.  in view, and over which we have moft °
power. But to wifh that parents would;
themfelves, mould the du&ile paffions, ‘is
a chimerical with, for the prefent genera-
tion have their own paflions to combat with,
and fattidious pleafures to purfue, negle&t-
ing thofe pointed out by-nature: wé muft .
{P " therefore pour premature knowledge into
- the fucceeding one; and, ‘teaching virtue,’
explain the nature of vice. Cruel neceflity I

' The Convesfations are intended to, affifk
the teacher as well as the pupil; and this
will obviate an ebje@ion which fome may
ftart, that the fentiments are not quite on’
a lével with the capacity of a child. Every

* child rcquiresa different inode of treatment;
but a writer can only choofe one, and that
muft be modified by thofe who are attually
engaged with young people in their ftudies.:

The tendency of the reafoning obvioufly
tends to fix principles of truth and huma-
nity on a folid and fimple foundanon ; and
to make religion an adtive, invigorating.

dire&tor of the affections, and ‘not a niere
’ - A3 attention.
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attention to forms. Syftems of Theology

.may be complicated; but when the cha-

_ ratter of the Supreme Being is difplayed,
" and He is recognifed as the Univerfal Fa-

ther, the Author and Centre of Good, a .-
child may be led to comprehend that dig- .

* nity and happinefs muft arife from imitating
Him ; and this conviction fhould be twifted -

into, and be the foundatlon of every incul-
cated duty.

At any rate, the Tales which were writ-
.ten to illuftrate the moral, may recall it,
when the mind has gained fufficient firength
te difcufs the argument from which it was
deduced. ’

IN-



INTRODUCTION.

MARY and Caroline, .though the chil.
dren of wealthy parents were, in their in<
fancy, left en;irely_tb the management of |
fervants, or people equally ignorant, Their
mother died fuddenly, and their father, who
found them very troublefome at home,’

 placed them under the tuition of a woman
of tendernefs and difcernment, a near rela- . °

; tion,'who' was induced to -take on herfelf
the important charge through, motwes of

compafion. «
They were fhamefully i 1gnoram, confider-,
ing that Mary had been fourteen, and Ca«
roline twelve years in the world. If they
had been merely ignoran, the tafk would
not have appeared fo arduous; but they
had caught cvery prejudice that the vulgar .
‘ ca{uaﬂy -,
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cafually inflill. In order to eradicate thefe
prejudices, and fubftitute good habits- in-
_ftead of thofe they had carelefsly contratted,
Mrs. Mafon never fuffered them to be out
of her fight. They were allowed to ‘afk
queftions on all occafions, a method fhe
would not have adopted, had fhe educated
them from the firft, according to the fug-
geftions of her own reafon, to which expe-
rience had given its fancion. '
They had tolerable capacities; but Mary
had a turn for ridicule, and Caroline was
vain of her pcrfon. She was, indeed, very
-handfome, and the inconfiderate encomi~
ums that had, in her prcfcnce, ‘been lavxfhed‘
on her béauty made her, even at that cafly
age, affe@ted. ' ‘

‘CON-
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_ MORAL CONVERSATIONS

AND
S TORTIES.
.“ . .
-CHAP, L

Tke Treatment of Ammals—-Tbe Ant-—-T/ae -
Bee—Goodngﬁ—-s'Ihe Lark's Ne eft—The
s, - :

time after Mary and Caroline wefe-

\NE fine morning in fpring, fome -

fettled in their new abode, Mrs. Mafon » -

-propofed a walk: before breakfaft, a cuf-~

tom fhe withed to teach xmperccptxbly, by
rendering it amufing.
The fun had fearcely difpelled the &ew

k4

that hung on every blade of grafs, and filled = ..

 the half-fhut flowers ; every profpect finiled,
~ ‘apd the freftinefs of the air conveyed ‘the | -
L -.»_moﬂ: plcaﬁng fenfations to Mrs, Mafon’s -~

B,“ mmds

-
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mind; but the children were reoardlcfs of

the furroundmg beauties, and ran eagerly -

after fome infects to deftroy them. Mrs.

- Mafon filently obferved- their cruel fports,
without appearing to do it; but ftepping .

fuddenly out of the foot-path into the long

“grafs, her buckle was. caught in it, and
. friving to difentangle herfelf, the wet her

feet; which the children knew' the wifthed
to avoid, as fhe had been lately fick. This
circumftance roufed their attention; and
they forgot their amufement to enquire why

fthe had left the path; and Mary could

“hardly reftrain a laugh, when fhe was in- .
formed that-it was to avoid treading on’

fome fhails that were creeping acrofs the

" narrow footway. Surely; faid Mary, you
~ do not think there is any harm in killing
" a fhail, or any of thofe nefty creatures that

- fhould fcream if one was to. find 'its: way -

¢

crawl on the ground? I bate them, and

frem my clothes to my neck ! With great

gravity, Mrs. Mafon afked how: fhe dared .

to kill any thing, unlefs. it were to prevent

- its hurting Bier? _Then, refuming a fmiling

“face, Ihe fmd, Youn education. has becn_
neglc&ed.‘
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neglected, my child; ds we w\iﬂr along at-
tend to what I fay, and make: thie beft an-

fwers you can; and do you, Caroline, _]om

in the converfation.

You have already heard that God cre-
ated the world, and every inhabitant of it;
He is then called the Father of all creatures ;.
and all are made to be happy, whom agood
and wifé God has created. He made thofe
foails you defpife, and caterpillars, and fpi- _
ders; and when he made them, did not:
leave them. to perifh,. but placed them

- where: the:food that is moft proper .to nou- i

rith them is eafily found.. They do net-
live long, but He who is their Father, as
well as your’s,: direéts ther to depofit their
eggs on. the plants that are fit ¢o fupport:
their! young, .when they are: mot able to get:
food for themfelves.—And when fuch a
great and: wife Being has taken care to: pro-
vide every thing neceflary for the meaneft.
creaturg, would you dare. ta killit, méreiy‘: ¢

" becaufe it appears to your ugly ? * Mary be. -

gam to.be actentive, and’ quickly - follewed
Mrs. Mafen’s example, who dllowed a-

.caterpillar and a fpider-to creep on her

B2 hand.-
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“hmd. You find them, fhe rejoined, very

harmlefs; but a great number would de-.

ftroy our vegetables and fruit; fo birds are
permitted to-eat them, as we feed on ani-
mals; and in fpring thére are always more
than at any other feafon of the year, to fur=
nith foed for the young broods.—Half-
convinced, Mary faid, But worms are of

~ Jittle confequence in the world.  Yet, re-

I!lcd Mrs. MaTon, God cares for them, and

. gives them évery thing that is neceffary to

v

render their exiftence comfortable. You
are often tronblefome—I am ftronger than
you—~yet I do not kill you..

Obferve .thofe ants; they have a little

" habitation in yonder hillock; they carry food

to it for their young, and fleep very fnug

in it during the cold weather. The bees

alfo have comfortable towns, and lay up a
ftore of honey to fupport them when the
fowers die, and fnow covers the ground:
42nd this forecaft is as much the gift of God,
Yas any quality. you-poflefs.
- Do jou know the meaning of the word
Goodnefs ? I fee you are unwilling t3 an-
6 ] - fwer,
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fwer. 1 will tell you. ki is, firft, to avoid

~ hurting any thing; and then, to contrive
" to give as much pleafure as you can, 1f
fome infets are to be deftroyed, to_ pre-
ferve my garden from defolation, I have it

done in the quickeft way. The domlefttc

animals that I keep, I provide the be= food )

for, and never fuffer them to be tarmented ;

-and this caution arifes from two motives :—

I with to make them happy; and, as I'love .

unable to relifh the greateft pleafure life af-

f'ot'ds,-—that of refemblmg God, by domg '
< good. :

-

A lark now began to fing, as it foared

-aloft. - The ¢hildren watéhed its motions,

:my fellow-creatuges ftill - better  than: the -,
~brute creation, I would not allow thofe that
- 1 have any influence over to grow habitu-
- ally thoughtlefs and cruel, till they were

litening to the artlefs melody. They won-

dered what it was thinking of—of its yoyng

* family, “they foon concluded; for. it flew
" over the hedge, *and drawing near, thcyA
" heard the young' ones chirp. Very foon:

both thc old birds took their Riglit together,

_B3 -t
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to look for food to fatisfy the craving of the
almoft fledged young. - An idle boy, who

‘had borrowed a gun, fired at them—they

fell; and before he coulds take up the

.wounded pair, he perceived Mrs. Mafon;
-and expeling a very fevere reprimand, ran

‘ awar She and the little girls -drew near,

and found that one was not much hur,
but that the other, the cock,:had one leg
broken, and both its wirgs fhattered; and

its-little ‘eyes feemed furting ous of their .
fockets, it was in fuch exquifite pain. Tlie

children turned away their eyes. Look at

" it, fiid Mrs. Mafon ; do you ‘not fee that

it fuffers as much, and-more than you did
when ypu had the fmall-pox, when: you
were fo tenderly norfed. Take up the ~

" hen; T will bind her. wing togcther, per-

haps it may heal. As to the cock, though
I hate to kill any thing, I muft put him

- out of .pain; to leave hlm in his prefent

ftate would be-cruel; and avondmg an un-
pleafant fenfation myfelf I fhould allow the
poor bird 10 die by inches, and call this

treatment tenderncfs, when it would be felf-
dhnci%

i
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ithnefs or weaknefs. Saying fo, fhe put

. her foot on the bird’s head, turning her

S,

own another way.
They walked on; when Caroline re-
marked, that the neftlings, deprived of their

- .parents, would now perith; and the mo-

ther began to. flutter in her hand as they
drew near the hedge; though the poor -
creature could not fly, .yet fhe tried to do~
i. The girls, with one voice, begged .
Mrs. Mafon to let them take the neft, and
provide food in a cage, and fee if the mo-
ther could not contrive to hop about to:
reed them. The neft and the old mother* .
‘were m(tamly in Mary’s handkerchief. A’
little opening was left to admit the air; and -
Caroline peeped into it every moment to" -
fee how - they looked. I give you leave,
faid Mrs. Mafon, to take thofe birds, bea
caufe an accident has rendered them help-
lefs; if that had not been the cafe, they
thould not have been confined.

They had fcarcely réached the next field,
when they met another boy with a neft in
his hand, dnd on a tree near him faw the
B 4 ) mother,

T AN



_ ( 8 ) .
mother, who, forgetting her natural timi-
dity, followed the fpoiler; and het intelli-
" gible tortes of anguifh reached the ears of

«the children, ‘whofe hearts now firft felt the -
. emotions of humanity. Caroline called him, -
- and taking fixpence out of her little purfe, .

offered to give it to him for the neft, if he
wauld fhew her where he had taken it from.
- The boy confented, and away ran Caroline
.to_replace it,—crying all the way, how de-
lighted the old bird will be to find her brood
again, The plcafure that the parent-bu‘d
.would feel was talked of till they came to a
- large common, and heard fome young afits,

at the door of an howel, making a moft -

dreadful noife. - Mrs. Mafon had ordered
.the old ones to be confined, left the young
" thould fuck before the neceffary quantity
.had been faved.for fome fick people in her
" neighbourhood. ~ But after they had given
' the ufual, quantity of milk, the thoughtlefs
| boy had left them ftill in confinement, and
the young in vain implored the food nature
defigned for their particular fupport, Open

the hatch, faid Mrs, Mafon, the mothers -

have

syl
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have ftill enough Ieft to f'ansfy their’ young. '
Itwwas opened, and they faw them fuck.

Nqw, faid the, we will return to break~

“faft; give me your hands, my little girls,
~you have done good this morning, you

have acted like rational creatures. Look,
‘what a fine morning it is. Infeés, birds,
and animals, are all enjoying this fweet day. -
Thank God for permitting you to fee ir,
and for giving you an underftanding which
teaches you that you ought, by doing good, -

- toimitate Him. Other creatures only think
- of fupporting themfelves; but man is al-
Jowed to ennoble his nature, by cultivating

his mind and enlarging his heart. He feels

difinterefted love;: every part of the.crea-
‘tion affords an exercife for virtue, and vir-

tue is ever the trueft fourcc of pleafure,

4+ Bjs ©  [CHAP
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CHAP 1L

The Treatment of Amma!:—-Tbe Mmﬂw
between_them ond Man—Purental Affec-

tion of a Dag—Brwalzty pmnfbed. 4

' AFTER breakfat, Mrs. Maﬁm gave
‘ the childrei Mrs. Trimmer's Eabulous
‘Hiftories;; and the fubject ftill ‘turned on

- -animals, and the wanton cruelty of thofe

who treated them improperly.  The little
irls were eager to exprels their deteﬂamon, :
‘and requefted that in future they might be .
allowed to feed the chickens. Mrs, Mafon
complied with their requeft; only one con- -
dition was annexed to the permifficp, that
they did it regularly. When you wait for
your food, you learn patience, fhe added,
"and you can mention your wants; but
- thofe hclplcfs creatures cannot complain.
The country people frequently fay,—How
can you treat a poor dumb beaft ill ; and.a
ftrefs is very properly laid on the word
dumb; for dumb they appear to thofe who .

do not- obferve their looks and geftures; -
e Sa Y but

-
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but God, who takes_care of every thing,

aunderftands their langnage ; and {o did Ca-
_ roline this morning, when fhe rag’with fuch

gagernefs. to re-place the neft which the
thoughtle(s boy had ftolen, hcedlefs of ‘the
mothet’s agonizing cries ! :

Mary interrupted her, to afk, d' mfe&s

“and animals were not inferior to raen? Cers
. tainly, anfivered Mrs. Mafon ; and men are

inferior to angels; yet we. have reafon to
believe, that thofe exalted Beings delight to

.do us good. You have heard in a book,
which -1 feldom jpermit you to read, be-
.caufe you are not of an age to underftand
‘#, that amgels, ‘when they fang glory to

God on high, wifhed for peace on earth,

wards men. And all the glad tidings that

‘have been fent.to men, angels have pro-
* claimed : indeed, the word -angel fignifies a

meflenger, In order to pleafe God, and

. our happinefs depends upon pleafing hid, .
we muft-do good. What we. call virtue;

- as a proof of the good-will they felt to- -

el

may be thus explained :we exercife every

benevolent affection ro enjoy comfort here,

B 6 s j and‘
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~ and to fit outfelyes.to be angels-hereafter.
And when we have acquired human virtues,
we fhall have a nobler employment in our
Father’s kingdom. But betwgen angels
and men 2 much greater refemblance fub-
fifts, thah between men-and the brute cre=
- ation ; becaufe the two former feem capable
of jmprovement.

The birds you faw to-day do not im-
prove—or their improvement only tends to -
felf-prefervation; the firft neft they make
- and the kaff are exaltly the fame; though
in their flights they muft fee many others
more beautiful if not more convenient, and,
-had they reafon, they would probably fhew
~ fomething like individual tafte in the form
of their dwellings ; but this is not the cafe.

- You faw the. hen tear the down from her

breaft to rnake a neft for her eggs; you -
faw her beat the grain with her bill, and
_ not fwallow a bit, till the young -were fa~
.tisfied ; and afterwards fhe covered them
with her wings, and feemed perfectly happy,
while the watched over her charge; if any
. on¢ approached, fbe was ready to defend
them,
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them, at the hazard of her life:. yet, a

fortnight hence, you will fee the fame hen
_ drive the fledged chickens from the corn,
- and forget the fondnefs that feemed to be

ftronger than the firft impulfe of nature, -
‘Animals have not the affeGions which
arife from reafon, nor can they do good, or
acquire virtue, Every affeétion, and im-
pulfe, which 1 have obferved in them, are
like our inferior emotions, which do not
depend entirely on our will, but are invo- -
luntary ; they feem to have been implanted
to preferve the fpecies, and make the indi-
vidual grateful for aGtual kindnefs. If you
carefs and feed them, they will love you,

‘as children do, without knowing why; but

we neither fee imagination nor wifdom in
them; and, what principally exalts man,

friendfhip and devotion, they feem incapa- -
.ble of forming the leaft idea of. Friendfhip .
is founded ori knowledge and virtue, and

thefe are human acquirements ; and devo-
tion is a preparation for eternity ; becaufe
when we pray to God, we offer an affront

o him, if we do not” ﬁrwe to imitate the

-

. = : pcrfc&xons

~ o
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perfe&xons He difplays every where for our
irnitation, ‘that we may grow better and
-happier. :
 The children eagerly cnqunrcd in what
maner they were to behave, to prove that

they were foperior to ‘animals ? The an- -

fower was fhort,—-be tender-hearted ; ; and
let your fuperior endowments ward off the
+ evils which they cannot forefee. It is erhy
to animals that children cen do good ; men
are their fuperiors. When I was a child,
Aadded their render friemd, T always made it
‘my ftudy and delighe o feed all the dumb

‘famﬂy that furrouhded our houfe; and.
when I cowld be of ufe to any one of them '

1 was happy. This employment huma-

nized my hearr, while, Iike wax, it took

:every inypreffion ; and Providence has fince
made me an inftrument of good ~—I have
‘been ufeful ro'my fellow-creatures. 1, who

never 'wanton'y tred on an infe&, or difre-

. garded the plamt of the fpeechlefs beaft,
czn'now give bread to the hungry, ‘phyfic
to the fick, comfort to the affticted, and,
'above all, am preparing you, who are to
‘ . -« « live

‘.;A._-:
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" lve far ever, to be fit for the fociety of

angejs, and geod men miade perfect. This
world, I told you, was 4 read to & betver—

-3 preparation fof it; if we fuffer, we grow

humbler and wifer: but animals have not
this advantage, and 'man (hould Aot prevent
their -enjoying sl the harppmefs df which

Cb,;y are capable, - ‘
" A The-cat or dog have fmh 'ﬁrong pe-

“renfal affe@ion, that if you take away. their

young, it almoft kills them; fome have
aftwlly died of grief when all have been

-eken vaway ; thongh they do fiot feem to

mifs the greatet part. -

. A bitch had once &l her litter frolen from
her, and drowned in a neighbouting broek :
fhe fought them out, and brought them one
by.ene, 1aid them at the feet of her ctuel
wafter ;-L-and tooking wrﬁfuny at thevh for
fome time, in dumb anguith, turning her
eyes on the deftroyer, fhe expired !

[ myfelf knew 2 man who had hardened
his heart to fuch a degree, that he found
pleafure in tormenting every creature whom-
Ae had any power over, 1 faw him let two

guinca~
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guinea-pigs roll down floping tiles, to fee
if the fall would kill them. And werg they
killed 2 cried Caroline. Certainly ; and ic.
is well they were, or he would have found
fome other mode of torment. When he
became a father, he not only negleted to .
educate his children, and fet them a good
example, but he taught them to be cruel -
while he tormented them : the confequence’
was, that they negleQed him when he was .
old and feeble; and he died in a ditch. -
You may now go and feed your birds,

and tie fome of the ftraggling flowers round
the -garden fticks. After dinner, if the

..weather continues finé, - we will walk:to the

" wood, and I will fhew you the hole in the

- limeftone mountdin{a mountain whofe bow- -
els, as we call them, are lime-ftones) in .

- which poor crazy Robin and his dog lived,

'n:‘.i.t. . CH—AP. ’




CHAP. IN _
The Treatment of Animals—The Story of crazy
Ro&m— The Man confined in the Baftille. -

N the aﬁ:ernoon the chnldren bonnded |

over the fhort; grafs of the common,

and walked underthie thadow of the > moun-

tain till they came to a craggy part,. whére
-a ftream btoke out, and rap.down the de-

clivity, ftruggling with ‘the “hyge itones
which impeded its progrefs, and-gecafioned
a noife that did not unpleafantly interrupt
the folemn filence of the place. The brook
"was foon loft in a nenghbourxng wood, and

the children turned thieir eyes to the broken.

fide of the mountain, over which ivy grew

in great profufion. Mrs. Mafon pointed

aut a little cave, and defired themi to fit

‘down on fome ftumps of trees, whilft lhc~ -

related the promifed ftory,

In yonder cave once lived ipoor man,_
.who generally went by the name of crgzy

Robin. In his youth he was very.induf-

trivus, and married my father’s dairy-maid;

a girl
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a girl dcﬁ:rvmg of fuch a goodi hufband.

For fome time they continued to live very

comfortably ; their daily labour procured
“their daily bread ; but Robin, finding it was
“likely he fhould have a large farm]y, bor-
‘rowed a trifle, to add to the fmall pittance
which'they had faved in fervice, and took

- alitcle farm- in a ncnghbounng county. I’

was then a child.
:Ten orawelve years after, I heard that
- crazy man, who appeared very harmlefs,
" hag’ ‘piled by the fide of the brogk a great
‘nuthber ¢f ftones ; he would wade into the
-river for them, followed by a cur dog,
whom he would frequently call his Jacky,

-and even his Nancy; and then mumble to *

himfelf,—thou wilt not leave me—we will
.dwell with the owls i the ivy,—A number
of owls had taken fhelter in #. The ftones
which he waded for he carried to the mouth
of the hole, and only juft left room enough
.to creep in. Some of the nenghbours at
lag recolle@ted his face; and I fent to en-
quire what misfortune had reduced him.to
fuch a dcplorablc ftate. The information

C_ . ) T re-
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1 reccived from different perfons, I will
communicate to yeu in as fcw words as'l
can. ‘

Several -of his chrldrcn died In therr in-
fancy ; and, two years ‘before. he' came to
his native place, one misfortune- had’ fol-
ipwed another. till he had funk &nder their
accumuilated weight. ‘Through various

accidents he was long in arréars to his land- -

‘lord; who, feeing: that he was an honeft
:man, who endeavoured ro bring up His fa-
-mily; did not' diftrefs him ; -but ‘when hls
wife was lying-in of her laft child, t'he.‘
" landlord dying, - his heir fent and feizéd the
frock for thc&eﬁt; and the perfon from
whom he had . bortewed fome mioney, ex-
afperated to fee'all gone, arrefting him im-
mediately, he was hurried to gaol; without
being’ able to leave any mioney for his fa-
mily. The poor woman could not fee -
them ftarve, and trying to-fupport her .
children  before fhe had -gained fufficient
ftrength, the canght cold ; and through neg-
lect, dnd her want of proper nourithment,
her illnefé turned to 4 putrid fevér; .which
. . . two
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two of the children caught from her, and
‘died with her. . The two who were left,
Jacky and Nancy, went to their father, and
took with them a cur dog, that had long
fhared their frugal meals.

The children begged in the day, and at
night flept with their wretched father, Po- |
verty and dirt foon robbed their cheeks of =~
the rofes which the country air made bloom
with a peculiar frefhnefs; fo that-they foon
caught a jail fever;e—and .died. The poor ‘
father, who was now bereft-of all his chil- |
dren, hung over their bed in fpeechlefs |}
anguifh; not a groan-or a tear efcaped

_from him, whillt he ftood, two or three
hours, in the fame attjtude, looking at the .
_ dead bodies of his little darlings. The dog
. licked his ‘ands, and @rove to attra& his ‘
attention ; but.for awhile he feemed not to
" obferve his careffes; when he did, he faid,
“mournfully, thou wilt not leave me—and
then he began to laugh. The bodies were
rerpoved ; and he remained in an unfettled
fiate, often franticy atlength the phrenzyfub—
fided, and he grew mclancholy and harm-
k) leﬁ. '

m——

 Laa ortae TN
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les. He was not then fo clofciy watched 3
“and one day he contrived to make his ef-
- cape, the dog followed him, apd camc di-
© rectly to his native village.
- After I had received this account, I. de-
termined he fhould live in the place he had

chofen, undifturbed. 1 fent fome conve-
niences, all of which he rejefted, except a

. mat; on which he fometimes flept—the -
" "dog always did. I tried to indute him to

eat, but he conftantly gave the dog what-

.. ever I fent him, and lived on haws and -
blackberries, and every kind of trath. I
ufed to call frequently on him: and he
fometimes followed me to the houfe I now-

live in, and in winter he would coine of his

own accord, and take a cruft of bread, -

. He gathcred water-creffes out of the pool,

and would bring them to me, with nofe- -

gays of wild thyme, which he: plucked
from the fides of the mountain, - I men.
tioned before, that the dog was a cur. It

had, indeed, the bad trick of a cur, and :

~ would rin barking after herfes heels. One
" day, when his maﬁer ‘was gathering water-
. crcﬁ'cs,

RPN I
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creflcs, the dog running after a young gen-

tleman’s horfe, made it flart; and almoft -

threw the rider ; who grew fo angry, that,
though he knew it was.the poor madman’s
dog, he Jevelled his gua at his head—fhot
him-—and- -inftantly rode off. Robin ran to
his dog-‘—hc looked at his wounds, and not
fenfible that heswas dead, talled to him to
follow. him; but.when he found that he

could not, he took him to the pool, and .
* - wathed off the blood before it began to .

clot, and then brought him home,. and laxd
him oni the mat.

¥ obferved that I had net feen him pa-

cing up. the hills as ufual, and fent to en-

quire' about him. He was found ﬁttm@ by,

the dog, ‘and no. entregties could prevail on
‘him to quit the body, or receive any re-
frefoment.. 1 inftantly-fet off far this.place,
‘heping,.. as. I had always been a favouute,'

that I frould -be able to perfuade him to eat ‘.

fomething. But when I came to-him; I

found the hand of death was upon him.~

He was flill. melancheoly; yet there.was not

fuch a.mixture of wxldnefs init as for.merly .
‘ 1 prciTcd_

L e .
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T prefled him to take fome food ; bht, ina
ftead of -anfwering me, or turning away, .
he burft into tears—a thing I bad never

* feen him do before,.and fobbing, he faid,

Will any one be kind to me!—you will

~ kill me!—I faw not.my wife. die=-No!-

they dragged me from her—bot I faw
Jacky and Nancy die—and who pmcd me? -
—but my dog! He turned his eyes to the
body—I wept with him. He would then
have taken fome nourithment,- but nature
was. exbaufted—and. he expired. - .
Was that the cave? faid Mary. They
ran to it. Poor Robin! Did you ever
hear of any thing fo cruel? ? Yes, anfwered

-Mrs.. Mafon; and as we walk-home L will .

relate an inftance of fill greater barbarity.

I told you, that Robin was confined in;
a jail. In France they have a dreadful,
one, called the Baftille. The poor wretches
who are confined in it live’ entirely alone ;
who have not the pleafure of feeing men or

" . ‘animals; nor are they allowcd books.

They live in comfortlefs folitude,  Sorne

have amufed themfelves by making figures

 § . on
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on the wall ; and others have laid ftraws in
rows. One miferable captive found a fpi-
.der; be nourifhed it for two or three years ;
it grew tame, and partook of his lonely
B meal 4 ‘The keeper obferved it, and men- -
tioned the circumftance to a fuperxor, who
ordered - ‘him to crufh it. Tn vain did the
man bgg to have his fpider fpared. You
find; Mary, that the nafty creature which -
ybu defpifed wag a comfort in folitude.
“The keeper obeyed the cruel command;
and the unhappy wretch felt more pain

. when he heard the crufh, than he had ever

_experienced during- his long confinement. -

He looked round a dreary apartment, and _ '

the fmall portion of light which the grated
- bars admitted only fcrvcd to fhew him, -
that he breathed where nothing elfe drcw

breath - (3 :
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CHAP IV.

+

Anger —Hj ﬁot;y of Fanme Fretﬁcl

A FEW days after thefe walks and con’
verfations, Mrs, Madfon heard a great

o

el

noife in the play-room.. She ran haftily to . -

* énquire the caufe, and. found the. children -
crying, and near them, one of the young

"birds lying on the floor dead. With great :

~ cagernefs each of them fried, the mément
the entered, to exculpate herfelf; and prove ~~

that the other had killed the bird.- Mrs,-

Mafon commanded them to be fileat; and, .-

at the fame time, called an orphan whom .

~ fhe had educated, and dcﬁred hcr to take . ..

care of the neft, - : : -

The caufe of the dlfpucc was eaﬁly ga~-

. thered from what they both let fall., They

‘had contefted - which- had the beft ngbt to

‘a right, becaufe the was the eldeft; and

Caroline, becaufe fhe took the ncﬁ Snatch-

. ing it from one ﬁdc of the room to the -

~

.+ feed the birds, Mary infited that the had

C _ Od*"t..»".‘ o
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- Jefore they were aware.

- When they were a little compofed, Mrs,b
- Mafon'calmly thus addreffed them: I per-

«ceive that you are athamed of your beha-
viour, and: forry for _the ‘confequence; 1

- will not therefore feverely reprove you, nor
.add bitternefs to.the falf-reproach you muft-

-both feel, becaufe I pity you. Yau are
now. inferior to the animals that graze-on
the common ; reafon only ferves to render

your folly more confpicuous and inexcufa~ -
_ble. Anger is a lintle defpicable vice: -its.

"felfith emotions banifh . compaffion, -and
vndermine every virtwe. It is eafy tacon-

quer another; but noble to fubdué one’s

felt Had you, Mary, given way to your

fiter’s humour, you would have proved:

» that you were not only older, but wifer
than her. And you, Caroline, would

- have faved your charge, if you had, for

the timé, waved your right,

1t-is always a proof of fupenor ferife to-

. bear with {light inconveniences, and even

mﬂmo m_}(mcs, wathoux complaining of
. can-

( 26 ) ‘- L

\othcr, the bird fell, and was tredden on
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fontcftmg about them. The foul referves

its firmnefs for great occafions, and then it

" afts a decided part. It is jult the contrary

mode of thinking, and the conduét pro~
duced by it, which occafions all thofe tri-
vial difputes that flowly corrode domeftic

peace, and infenfibly deftroy what great

misfortunes could not {weep away. \
I will tell you a ftory, that will take

ftronger hold on your memory than mere _‘

" remarks.
- Jane Fretful was an-enly child. Her

fond, weak mother would not allow her to
be contradi@ted on any occafion.” The
‘child had fome tendernefs of heart; but o

accuftomed was fhe to fee every thing give |

way to her hu’ ur, .that fhe imagined the

¢ for her, If any of

her playfcll%s had toys, that.ftriack her

capricious, fickly fancy, fhe wpuld cry for
them; and fubftitutes. were in vam offered
to quiet her, the muft have the identical

ones, or fly into the moft violent ‘pafii on.'

When fhe was an infant, 1( the fell down,

her purfe made her beat the ﬂoor. Shc_ ‘
‘ Ci . coms
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.«continued the praftice afterwards, and iwhcn .
fhe was angry would kick the chairs and ---
- tables, or any fenfelefs piece of furniture,

if they came in her way. I have feen her
throw her cap, into the fire, becaufe fome

of her acquaintance had a prettier. .

Cofitinual paffions weakened her confti-

tution’; befide, fhe would not eat the com-

mon wholefoth children, who are
fubje to the mall-pox and worms, ought

to eat, and which is neceffary when they

grow fo fat, to make them ftrong and

handfome. Inftead of being a comfort to |

~her tender, though miftaken mother, fhe
- was her greateft torment. The fervants all
. difliked her; fhe loved no one but herfelf;

-1 % .and the confequence was, fhe neverinfpired

- and really felt fomething like an affection

love ; even the pity good-natured people
felt, was nearly allied to contempt. :

A lady, who vifited her mother, brought .
with her-one day a pretty little.dog., Jane
was delighted with it; and the lady, with
great reluftance, parted with it to oblige
her friend. For fome time fhe fondled,
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for it: but one day it happened to fnatch 2
cake fhe was going to eat, and though

" there were twenty within reach, the flew

into a violent paffion, and threw a ftool as. - -
“the poor creature, who was big with pups. -
It fell down—1 can fcaicely tell the reftms
it received fo fevere a blow, that all the
young were killed, and the poor wretch.
langu:(‘hed two- days, fuffcrmg the moft ex-
cruciating torture.

Jane Fretful, who was now angry w1tﬂ:
herfelf, “fat alb. the time- holding i, and
~ every look the miferable animal gave her,,
ftung her to the heart.  After its death the
_ was very unhappy, but did not try to con-
quer her temper. Al the blefings of life:
weré thrown away on her;,and, thhouc ,

any real misfortune, fhe was continually

miferable..  1f the had planned a party of -
pleafure, andthe weather proved unfavour- -
able, the whole day was.fpent in fruitlefs-
repining, or wventing her ill-humeur ‘on .
thofe who.depended on her. -If no difap=
“pointment of that kind occurred, fhe-could ﬁ
1ot enjoy the promifed pleafure ; fonfething
cz3 - .. always, :
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elways difconcerted her; the horfes went
‘too faft, or too flow; the dinner was ill-
 dreffed, of, fome of the company. contra-
- dicted her, .
She was, when a ehild, very beautnful

" but anger foon diftorted her regular fea-
tures, and gave a' forbidding fiercenefs to
ber eyés. But if for a moment fhe looked
pleafed, fhe fiill refembled a heap of coma
. buftible. matter, to which an accidental
- fpark might fet fire; of courfe quiet ‘peo-
ple were afraid to converfe with her. And
- if the ever did a good, or-a bumane ation,
Jher ridiculous anger {oon. rendercd it an m-
. tolerable burden, if it did net cntn'ely can-
b gl ft -
. At laft fhe broke her mother’s heart, ot
) ha&ened her death, by her want of duty,
. - “and her many other faults: all procceding ‘
" frem violent; unreftiained anger.
: Thc death of her mother, which aﬁ'e&cd

l\cr very much, left her without a friend.
She would. foretimes fay, Ah! _my. poeor-
mother, if you were now alive, 1 would

. ‘.not tgage. you--L would gwc the world to

S S . let -
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Jet you know that I am forry for what T
have done : you @Rd, thinking mé ungrate-
ful; and lamenting that I did not dle when
you gave me fuck. I fhall never—oh !
never fee you'more: = ___

This thought, and her pecwfh tcmper,

preyed on her 1mpa1rcd conftitution, * She
doing good, prepared her foul
ate,.or chenfhed any hopes
uld farm death of its terrors, or
lat fleep fweet—its approach

was dreadful !—and fhe haftened her end,.

fcolding the 'phyfician for not’ curing her.

“had not,
. for-
that
rend®: ‘tha

Her lifelefs, countenance difplayed the marks

of convulfive anger; and fhe lefi-an ample

" fortune behind her to thofe who did not re«

* gret her lofa, They followed her tor-the -
" grave, ‘on which no one thed a teer. - Shc .
was foon forgottcn and I only remember

her, to warn you to fhun her €IToRs..
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Lying — Honour — Truth — Small Duties —

Hiftory of Lady S}y and Mrs. Trueman.

'HE little girls were very affiduous to

gain Mrs. Mafon’s good opinion ;

and, by the mildnefs of their r, to
prove to her that they we d of
themfelves. It was one of MYs. M¥on’s
rules, when they offended her, that is, be-

- haved improperly, to treat them civilly §
~ but to avoid giving them thofe marks of
. -affeétion which they were partxcularly de-
~ lighted to receive. :

-

Yefterday, faid fhe to them, I only men-
tioned to you one fault, though I obferved
two. You very readily guefs, I mean the
lie that you both told. Nay, look up, for

I wifh to fee you bluth; and the confufion

which I perceive in your faces gives me
pleafure; becaufe it convinces me that it.is

not a confirmed habit: and indeed, my o
children, I fhould be forry that fuch a-

mean
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" mean ome had taken decp root m your e
ﬁnt mmds
‘When 1 fpeak of falfchood, ¥ mean every'
kmd; whatever tends to deceive, though
not faid in dire€ terms. Tones of voice,.
_motions of the hand or head, if they make: -

another believe what they ought not to be- .

lieve; -are lies, and of the worft kind; be-.

. _caife-the contrivance -aggravates the.guilt.

1 would much fooner forgive a lie rold dia
re&tly, when perhapa fear entirely occupied:
the thoughts,. and the prefence of God was:
not felt; for it is. His facred Majefty that’

- you iffront by telling an untruth. '

"~ Haw fo? enquired Mary.

Becaufe you hope to cenceal your falfe-.

- hood from every human'creature: but, if- - °

. you confider a'moment, you:muft recollet
~that the. Searther of hearts reads your wery-
‘thoughts ; that nothing-is hid from him.
. You would blufh. if 1 were to difcaver:
that you told a lie; yet-wantonly forfeit the.
favour of Him; from whom you have re-
. ecived lif¢ and allits bleflings, .to foreen
\ 1ourfclvea from corre&:on or rcproof or,.

- €5 o owhay
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. what is 'ﬁ‘ill worfe, 16 purchafe, fome trifling’ -

gratification,. the pleafure of whxch would’

" laft-but a moment;

You heard the gentleman wiio- vxﬁ;e&f -
me this morning, very frequently ufe the
word Honour. Honour confifts'in refpe&-
ing yourfelf; in doing as you: would be
_ done by; and the- foundauon of Honour is-
Tmthr -

When I can- depend on the veracity of
people,. that is to fay,-am convinced that
they adhere to truth, Frely on them ;. amé -
certain they have courage, becaufe I' know
" they will bear any inconwenience, rather
than dcfprc themfelves for telling a lie..
Bcﬁdcs, it.is not neceflary to confider what
" you intend to fay, when you have done
right.  Always dctermmc, on cvery occa-
- fion, to fpeak the truth, and you-will never’
be at a lofs for words. If your chara&er

for-this fcrupulous. attention is once fixed,

your aéquaintance will be courted; and

thofe who are not- particularly pleafed with'
‘you will, at leaft, rcfpeéE your honourabl!‘
pnncxplcs. .- .

« 0t n aleem k. . N
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It is impofiible to form a friendfhip with-
out making truth the bafis; it is indeed the
. -effence of devotien, the employment of the”

undcrl’candmg, and the fupport of ¢very

duty. . -

1 govern my fervants, and you, by at-
tending ftrictly to truth; and this obfer-

i ~ vance keeping my head clear and my heart:
pure, I am ever.ready to pray to:the Au-°

thor of geod, the Fountain of truth, -

While I am difcuffing the fubjet, let-

me point.out to you anothet branch of this
virtue; Sincerity.—And remember that I:
every day fet you an example; for I never,.
1o pleafe for the moment, pay unmgeanjog

eomplinvents, or permit any worés to drop.,

from ‘my tongue, that my heart does ‘ot - .

di®ate. And when I relate any matter of

againft the. vain impulfe, left 1. fhouid lofe.
- the. chief. ﬂumgnb, and even ornament,: of

~Cé6. _ my

fa&, 1 carcfully avoid embellithing it, in.
order to render. it amore entercaining ftory; . -
mot that I think fuch a praQice abfolutely:
eriminal ; but as it contributes infenfibly to-
wear away. a refpe& for truth, I guard\
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‘my mind, and become like a wave of the'
fea, drifted about by every guft of paffion:
.You muft in life ebferve the moft appa-
rentl»y infigaificant duties—the great ones
are the pillars of virtue: but the conftant
concurrence of: triffing things makes it ne-.
" ceffary that reafon. and confcience fhould.
always prefide, to keep the heart fready.
Many people: make promifes and: appoint-
ments, which they feruple not to-break, &
‘a more inviting pleafure occurs, not re-
-membering that the flighteft duty fhould
be performed before a mere amufement is.
purfued—for any neglect of this kind emm
bltttt{ phy. Nothing, belicve me, can
Jehg be Meafant, that is not innocent.
‘ As [ufually endezvour. to-recolle& fome
- " perfons of my acquaintance, who have fuf-
_fered by the faults, or follies, I with you to
~avoid ;. I will.deferibe two chara&ers, that
- will, if F miftake not, very ftrongjy enforce
what I have been. faying
. Laft week you faw Lady:Sly, who came
1o pay me a morning vifit. 'Did you'ever
fuc fuch a. fine camage, or. fuch beautiful
. ~ hofes?-
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-horfes ? . How they pawed the ground, and
difplayed their rich harnefies! Her fer-
vants wore elegant liveries, and her.own
clothes fuited the equipage. Her houfe is
equal to her carriage ; the rooms are lofty,
and hung with filk ; noble glaffes and pic-
tures adorn them: and the pleafure-grounds
are large and well laid out; befide the trees
-and fhrubs,. they centain a variety of fum-
~mer-houfes and temples, as they are_called.

~ Yet, my young fncnds, ‘this is flate, not
.- dignity,

This woman - has a little {foul, fthe never
attended to truth, and obt\almng great part
.of her. fortune by falfehood, it has blighted
all her enjoyments.. She inhabiss that fu~
perb. houfe, wears the gayeft clothes, and'
rides in that beautiful carriage, without
fecling pleafure. Sudpicion, and the cares
it has given. birth to, have wrinkied her -
.countenance, and banithed every trace of
beauty, which paint in vain endeavours to
. xepair.  Her fufpicious t¢mper arifes from

- a knowledge of her. own heart; and the

want of rational employments.., - _—
‘ T "She
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She imagines that every perfon fhe ‘con-
verfes with means to deccive her; and
- when fhe leaves a company, fuppofes all
the ill they may fay of her, becaufe fhe re-
colle@s her own pratice. She liftens about
*her houfe, expeQing to difcover the deligns. .
of her fervants, none of whom Yhe can truft;
and in confequence of this anxiety her fleep
is unfound, and her food taftelefs. She
walks in her paradife of a garden, and
finells not the flawers, nor do the birds
infpire her with chearfulnefs.—Thefe plea~
fures are true and fimple, they lead to the
love of God, and all the creatures whom
He h3th made—and cannot warm a heart
which a malicious ftory can. pleafe. -

She cannot pray to God—FHe hates a:
Har! She is negleCted by her hufband, -
whofe only motive for marrying her was to.
cléar an. incumbered eftate.. Her fon, her
only child, is undutiful; the poor never
have caufe go blefs her; .nor does fhe con-
tribute to the happinefs of any humam
being.- : ]

To
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T kil ime, and-drive away the pangz
of remorfe, fhe gogs from one houfe to
another, colleing and propagating fcan-
dalous tales, to bring others on aevel with
herfelf. Even thofe who refemble her are:

 afraid of her; fhe lives alone ia the world,.

its good. thingd are ‘poifoned by her vices,

~ and neither infpire joy nar gratitude.

Before I tell you how fhe acquired thefe-
vicious habits, and enlarged her fortune by
difregarding truth, I muft defire you 0.
think of Mrs, Trueman, the curate’s wife, -
who lives in yonder white houfe clofe to the
church; it is a finall one, yet the wood-
bines and jeflamins that rwine about the

_ windows give it a pretty appearance, Her

voice is fweet, her manrers .not only eafy,
but elegant; and her fimple drefs makes
her pcrfOn appear to the gtcateﬁ advan«

‘tage.

She walks to vifit me,. and her. htﬁe ohes
hang on her hands; and cling:to her clothes,
they-are fo fond of her.. - If any thing ter-
rifies’ them, _they run under lier apron, and:
fhe looks Tike the hen taking care of: her

“young
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young brood. ‘The. domeftic animals play
with the children, finding her a mild, at-
téntive miftrefs ; and out of her fcanty for—
tune fhe contrives to feed and-clothe many.
_a hungry, fhivering wretch, who blcfé her
as the paffes along. -
Though fhe has not any outward deco-
-_ rations, fhe appears fuperior to her neigh= =
" bours, who call her the Gentlewoman ; in--
deed every gefture fhews an accomplithed
and dignified mind, that relies on itftlf,
when deprived of the fortune which eon-
sributed to polifh and give it confequence.
Drawings, the amufement of -her youth,
ornament. her neat parlour; fome mufical
infttuments ftand in one corner; - for fhe
* plays with tatte, and fings fweetly. ‘
' All the furniture, not forgetting a book-

" cafe, full of well-chofen. books, fpeak the

refinement of the owner, and the pleafures
- a.cultivated mind has within its own grafp,,
independent of profperity.

- Her hufbind, a man of tafte and learn~"
- ing, reads to her, while fhe makes clothes

for her chxldren, whom fhe tcache.g inthe .. .

tcndercft
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tepdereft and moft perfuafive manner, im- *
portant truths and elegant accomplithments.

When you have behaved well for fome

time you fhall vifit her, and ramble in her
: little garden; there are feveral pretty feats ™
in it, and the nightingales warble their
fweeteft fongs, undifturbed, in the fhade.

I have now given you an account of the '
prcfcnt fituation of both, and of their cha-'
ralters; liften to me whilft I relate in what
manner thefe characters were formed, and
the confequence of each adhering to a dxf-.
ferent mode of condu&.

Lady Sly, when fhe was a chxld, ufed to
- fay pert things, which the injudicious pea-.
ple about her laughed at, and called very.
witty, - Finding that her prattle pleafed,
fhe talked inceffantly, and invented ftories,
“when-adding to thofe that bad fome foun-
dation was not fufficient ta entertain the
. company, If fhe flole fwcctm.cats,or broke

any thing, the cat or the dog was blamed, | .

. and the poor animals were correted for her

- faults; nay, fometimes the fervants loft

. LK) "
.their places in confequence of her aﬁ'crtgs.
: ‘ ‘ er
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Her parents-dred and'left her a large Yor-
tune, and an aunt, who had a ftill larger,
adopted her. '
Mrs. Trueman, her coufin, was, fome
‘'years after, adopted by the fame lady; but
her parents could not leave their eftate to
her, as it defcended to the male heir. She
‘had - received the moft liberal education,
and was in every refpect the reverfe of her
coufin} who.envied her merit,. and could
not bear to think of her dividing the fortune -
‘which fhe had long expe&ed to inherit en-
tirely herfelf. She therefore pradtifed every .
. mean art to prejudice her aunt againft her,
and fucceeded. ,
A faithful old fervant endeavoured to
open her miftrefs’s eyes; but the cunning
niece contrived to invent the moft infamous
.~ ftory of the old demeftic, who was in con-
" fequence of it difmiffed. Mrs, Trueman
fupported her, when fhé could not fucceed
in vindicating her, and fuffered for her ge-
- nerofity ; for her aunt dying foon after,
Jeft only five hundred pounds to this ami-
abte woman, and ﬁfty thoufand to Lady Sly.
T hcy '
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Thcv both of ‘them married thortly after.

' 'A'One, the profligate Lord Sly, and the other

a refpe&able: clengyman, who had been dif-
appointed in his hopes of preferment. This
laft couple, in fpité of their mutual difap-
“pointments, are contented with their lot ;
and are preparing themfelves and children
for another world, where truth, virtue and
‘happinefs dwell together. )

’

For believe me, whatever happmcfs we -’

-attain in this lfe muft faintly refemble what
God himfelf enjoys, whofe truth and good-
.nefs :produce a {ublime 'degree, fuch as we
cannot conceive, it is fo far above our ke

". mited capacities,

I did mot intend to detain you fo long,
faid Mrs. Mafon; have you finithed Mrs,
Trimmer’s Fabulous Hiffories? Indeed we
have, anfwered Caroline mournfully, and

1 was very forry to ceme to the end. 1

never read fuch a pretty book ; may I read
it over again to Mrs. Trueman’s little
Fanny? Certainly, faid Mrs. Mafon, if

. Mou -can make her underftand that birds
pever talk,  Go and run about the garden,

and
NN

Bl
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and remembcr, the next lie I dete& I fhalf
punith; becaufe lying is a vice; and I
ought to punifh you if you are guilty of it,
to prevent your feeling Lady Sly’s mifery.

CHAP. VL

Anger==Folly produces Self-contempt, and 1he
-~ Neglect of otbm‘.

RS. Mafon had a numbcr of vxﬁtors
~ 'L one forenoon, who converfed in the
ufual thoughtlefs manner, which- people
-often fall into who do not confider before
‘they fpeak: they tatked of Caroline’s beauty,
and fhe gave herfelf many affected airs to .
make it appear to-the beft advantage. But
Mary, who had not a face to be proud-of, .
~ was obferving [ome peculiarities-in the drefs.
~or manners of the guefls; and one very =
refpectable old lady, who had loft her teeth, .
afforded *her' more diverfion than any: df
‘the rcﬁ. . . :
_The
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'l‘he children went to bed without being
* reproved, though Mrs. Mafon, when fhe
difmiffed them, faid gravely, I give you

to-night a kifs of peace, an affe&ionate one -

-you have not deferved. They therefore
.difcovered by her behaviour that they had

done wrong, and waited for an cxplanauon_. .

to regain her favour.
She was never in a paffion, but her  quiet,,

fteady difpleafure made them feel fo little

in their own eyes, ‘they withed her to fmile

that they mlght be fomething ; for all their:
_confequence feemed to arife from her ap.

probation. I declare, faid Caroline, I do

* not know what I have done, and yet I am

fure I never knew Mrs. Mafon find fault,
thhout .convircing me that 1 had done

‘wrong. " Did you, Mary, ever fee her in a.

paflion? No, faid Mary, I do believe
that fhe was never angry in her life ; when
John threw down all the china, and ftood
trembling, fhe was the firft to fay that the
carpet made him ftumble. Yes, mw ] do
xomembcr, when we firft came to her houfe,
Joha forgot to bring thc cow and her young
© o calf

-
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aalf into the cow-houfe; I heard her bid

-Him do it dire&tly, and the poor calf was

almoft frozen: to death—fhe fpoke then in
a hurry, #nd feemed angry. Now you

. mention it} T do récglle®, replied Caro-

line, that the was angry,” when Betty.did
siot carry the poor fick woman the broth
fhe ordered her to take to- her. But this
is not like the paﬁion I ufed to fee nurfe in,
when any thing vexed her. She would

« feold us, and beat the gid who waited on
“her. Poor little Jenny ! many a time was

the beaten, when we vexed nurfe : 1 would
tell her fhe was to blame now if I faw her,
and I would not teafe her any more. |

I declare I cannot go to fleep, faid Mary,
I am afraid of Mrs. Mafon’s eyes—would
you think, Caroline, ‘that fhe who looks fo
very’good-naturod fometimes could frighten

e fo? I wifh I were as wife and as good

“fhe is. The poor woman with the fix
duldrcn, whom we met on the common,
faid fhe was an angel, and that fhe had
faved heo's and her children’s lives. My
hcart is in my mouth, mdccd replied Ca-- -
: rolmc,
6
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toline, when I think of to-morrow morning,.
and yet I am much happier than I was
" when we were at home. I cried, I cannot

- now tell for what, all day; I never withed.

to be good—nobody told me what it was
to be good. I with to be a woman, faid
Mary, and fo be like Mrs, Mafon, or
Mirs. Trueman——we are to go to ﬁc ‘her if
‘we behave well,

Sleep foon overpowered them, and they

forgot their apprehenfions. In the morn-
" ing they awoke refrefhed, and took.care ta.

learn their lefloas, and feed their chitkens,
before Mrs. Mafon lcfc her chambcn

A CHAP. VIL ..
Virbue the Soul of Beauty—-Tbe' Tulip and the.

Rofe—Tke Nightingale—=Externgl Orna- :
mmt.r—-Cbamﬁ'trs. . .

\HE next mormng Mirs. Mafon met - |

' them firft in the garden; and fhe de--
fired Caroline to look at a bed of tulips,
that

-

o

Y
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that were then in their higheft ftate of per-
fection, I, added fhe, choofe to have every
kind of flower in my garden, as the fuccef--
. fion enables me to vary my daily profpe&,
« . and gives it the charm of variety; yet thefe

tulips afford me lefs pleafure than moft of
the other fort which I cultivate—~and T will
tell you why—they .are only beautiful,
Liften to my diftin&ion ;—good features, -
and a firie complexion, I term dodily beauty.
Like the ftreaks in the tulip, they pleafe-
the eye for 2 moment; but this uniformity -
foon tires, and the a&tive mind flies off to

fomething elfe. "The foul of beauty, my
dear children, confifts in the body grace-
fully exhibiting the emotions and variations

of the informing mind. If truth, humaa

nity and knowledge inhabit the breaft, the

eyes will beam with a mild luftre, modefty:

will fuffufe the cheeks, and fmiles of inno- -
cent joy play over all the features. At
firft fight, regularity and colour will attraét,

and have the advantage, becaufe the hidden

fprings are not directly fet in motion; but

when mtcmal goodnefs is rcﬂcé’tcd every
other
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other kmd of beauty, the thadow of it, wi~
thcrs away before it, as the fun. obfcurcs a
lamp. o . .
You aré ccrtamly handfome, Caroknc; )
1 rnean, have good features; but you muft
improve your mind to givethem a pleafing
expreflion, or they will only ferve to lead
your underftanding. aftray. 1 have feen
fome foolith people take great pains to-de- .
corate the outfide of their houfes, to at-
wract the notice of ftrangers, who gazcd
- and paffed on; whilft the infide, where '
they l'CCClVCd their frlends, was dark and
mconvcment “Apply this -obfervation to
.mere perfonal attraltions, They may, it
" is true, for a few years, charm the fuper. -
ficial part of your acquaintance, whofe no=
tions of beauty are not built on any prin- "
cxple of utility. . Such perfons might look,
at you, as they would glance their eye over
thefe tulips, and feel for amoment the fame
pleafure that a view of the vanegatcd rays -
of light would convey to a uninformed
mind. T he lower clafs of mankind, and
. chlldren, are fond of finery ; gaudy, dazzling
D appearances

-
‘;
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4ppearances catch their attention; but the
diferimimating judgment of a perfon of fenfe
requires, befides colour, order, propors
tion, grace and ufefulnefs, to rcl;der thc
idea of beauty complete.
Obferve that rofe, it his all the pcrfcc-

tions I fpeak of; colour, grace, and fweet-

fiefs—and even when the fine tints fade,
the fmell is grateful to thofe who have be-
fore contemplated its beauties. I have
only one bed of tulips, though 'my garden
is large, but, in every part of it) nofes at-
tract the eye.

You have feen Mrs. Trueman, and
think her a vcry fine woman; yet her fkin
and complcxxon have only the clearnefs
that temperance gives; and her features,
firidtly fpeaking, are not regular: Betty,
the houfe-maid, has, in both thefe refpects;
much the fuperiority over her. But, though

. it is not eafy to define in-what her beauty

confifts, the eye follows her whenever thé
moves; and every perfon of tafte liftens fot-
the modulated foupds which proceed out
of her mouth, to.be xmproved and pleafed,

*
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is confcious worth,  #rarh, that gwes
dagmty to her walk, and ﬁmplc elegance té
ker converfation, She has, indeed, a moft’
excellent underftanding, and a feeling heart;
fagacity and tendcrnefs, the refolt of both, -
are happily blended in her counténance;
and tafte is the polith, which makes them
appear to the beft advantage. She is more
than beautiful ; and you fee her varied ex<
cellencies. again and again, with mcreaﬁng
pleafure.  They are not obtruded on you,
for Knowledge has taught her true humlity
fhe is not'like the ﬂa.um:mg tulip, that forces
1tﬁ:lf forward into notice; but’ refcrnbles

" the modeft rofe, you fee yonder, retmng

‘under its elegant foliage, ~

~ I have mentioned flowers—the famc or-
«eris obferved in thé higher dcpartments
‘of nature.  Think of the birds;. thofe that
‘ﬁng bett have not the fineft plumage ; in-

deed juft the contrary; God divides h |

glfts, and among{’c the feathered race, the
-mghtmgalc (fweetelt of warblers, , who
pours forth her varned ftrain. when fobﬁr

,tvc comes an) you would feek ‘in vai¥in

D2 the
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thc morning, if you expeéted that beautiful
fcathcrs fhould point out the fongftrefs:
many who inceffantly twitter, and are only
tolerable in the generil concert, would fur-
pabs her, and attra&t your attention. .

* I knew, fome time before you were born,
a very fine, a very handfome girl; I faw
fhe had abilities, and I faw with pain that
ihc attended to the. moft obvnous, but leaft
valuable gift of Heaven. Her ingenuity
flept, whilft fhe tried to render hér perfon
more alluring. At laft fhe caught the-
{mall-pox—her beauty vanithed, and fhe
was for a time miferable; but the natural
vivacity of youth overcame her unpleafant

" feelings. In confequence of the diforder, -
“her eyes became fo .weak that fhe was

obliged to fit in a dark room. To beguile
the tedious day fhe applied to mufic, and

. made a furprifing proficiency. She even

‘began to think in her retirement, and when
The recovered her fight grcw fond of read-

ing.
Large companies did not now amuft her,

*fhe was no longer the object of admiration,

. or
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or if fhe was taken notice of, it was to be
pitied, to hear her former felf praifed, and -
to hear them lament the deprcdatnon that.

-dreadful difeafe had made in a fine face,

Not expeing or withing to be obferved,
fhe loft -her affected airs, and attended to
the converfation, in" which fhe was foon

-able to bear a part. In fhort, the defire .

of pleafing took a different turn, and as fhe
improved her mind, fhe difcovered that
virtue, internal beauty, was valuable on its
own account; and not like that of the per-
fon, which refembles a toy, that pleafes the .
obferver, but does not render the poffeffor

happy. "
She found that, in acqmrma knowledge,

- her mind grew tranquil, and ‘the noble de-
fire. of ating conformably to the will of

God fucceeded, and drove out the immo-
derate vanity which before acuated her,
when her equials were the objets (he thought
moft of, and whofe approbation fhe fought
with fuch eagernefs., And what had
fhe fought? To be ftared at and called
handfome, Her beauty, the mere fight of

" b3 ity



it, did not make others good, ar comfort:
the aflicted; but after fhe had loft it, fhe
. was comfortable herfelf, and fet her~-fricnds
the moft ufeful exarnplc. . :

The money that fhe had formerly appro-

priated to ornament her perfon, now clothed -

- the naked; yet fhe really appeared -better:

Artfled, as fhe had acquired the habit.of
employing her time to the beft advantage,
and could make many things herfelf. Be-

. fides, fhe did not implicitly follow the

. reigning fathion, for fhe had learned to dif+

tinguifh, and -in the moft trivial matters
afted according to the dictates of good
fenﬁ:.

‘The children ‘made fome' comments.on
\thls ftory, but the emtrance .of a vifitor in«
_terrupted the converfation, and they ran.
about the garden; comparxngthc rofes. and
. tuhps. ~ .

.....

2,
.
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CHAP viL.

-Snmmer Evening's Amfment.—-TEe Arrk
val of a Family of Haymakers~Ridicule
of perfonal Defelts cenfured.—-A Storm.—

. The Fear of Death.—The Cottage of beneff
Fack, the fbipwrecked Sailor.~The Hif
tory of Fack, and bisfailbful Dog Pompq.

\HE evening was pleafant Mrs. Ma- .-
fon and the chx.}.dren walked out;
and ‘many ruftic noifes ftruck their ears,
Some bells in a neighbouring village, fof-
tened by the diftance, founded pleafingly;
-the beetles hummed, and the children pur-
“{fued them, not to deftroy them, but tor
obferve their form, “and afk queftions con~
.cerning their mode of living. Sheep were
bleating and cattle lowing, the rivulet near
‘them babbled along, while the found of the -
diftant ocean died away on the ear—or they
forgot it, liftening to the whittling, of the
- hay-makers, who were returning from the
_field. They met a whole family, who came
- D 4 » every
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every year from another county where they
could not find conftant employment, and
Mrs, Mafon allowed them to fleep in her -
"barn. The little ones knew their.benefac-
trefs, and tried to catch a {mile; and fhe
was ever ready to fmile on thofe whomn fhe
obliged; for the loved all her fellow-crea-
tures, and love lightens obligations. Be-
fides,- fhe thought that the poor who are
willing to work, had a right to the com-

forts of life..
A few moments after, they met a de-
formed woman; the children ftared her
-almoft out of countenance; but Mrs. Ma-
{on turned her head another way, and when
the poor obje&t was out of hearing, faid to
“Mary, I intended to reprove you this
" .morning for a fault which I have frequently
feen you commit; and this-moment and
the other evening it was particularly con-
{picuous, When that deformed woman
-pafled us, I involuntarily looked at fome-
thing elfe, and would not let her perceive
that the was a difgufting -figure, and at- -
- trafled notice on that account, I fay, I

did
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did it involuntarily, -for I.have accuftomed -

myfelf to think of others, and. what: they -

will fuffer on all occafions: -and this loth-

nefs to offend, or even to hurt the feelings

of another, is an inftantaneous fpring which
adtvates my conduct, and makes me kindly

affeCted to every thing that breathes. If I
then am fo careful not to wound a ftranger;

what fhall I think of your behaviour, Mary,
~ when you laughed at a refpe@able old wo-
man, who, befide her virtues and her age,
had been particularly civil to you. I have

always feen perfons, of the weakeft under- -

ftandings, and whofe hearts bencwolence

feldom touched, ridicule bodily infirmities,. =

and accidental defe@ts, They could only
relith the inferior kind of beauty, which §
defcribed- this morning, and a filly joy has

clated their empty fouls, on finding, by .

comparifon, -that they were fuperior to
- others in that refpeét, though the conclu«
fion was erroncous, for merit, mental ac-

quirements, can. only give a juft claim to- -
-fupériority. Had you pofiefled the fmallcﬂ: -

" postion of difcernment, you would. foon.

Ds - .  bive



T NYTTTERL

¢ s8 }

have forgotten the tones,: lofs of teeth made:

drawling, in liftening to the chearful goodi

fenfe which that worthy woman’s words:

conveyed.  You lavghed,. becaufe ‘you
were 1gmrant, and:] now excufe you; bnt,

fome years hence, if I were to fee you in.
eompany, with fuch a propenfity, I fhould

@iill. chink you-a child; an overgrown one;. |

wlhiofe mmd dld not cxpand as the body'

grew.
- Thefky bcgan'to thxcken, and the lo,wmg"

of the cattle to have a melancholy cadences.”
" the nightingale forgot her fong, and fled to-
“her neft ;. and the fea:roared and lathed the-

rocks. . During the calm: which portended’
an approaching ftorm, every creature was.
funning for fheltér.—We muft, if poflible;.
faid Mrs. Mafon, reach yon-cottage- on the-

cliff, for we fhall.foon have 2 violent thun-- -

der-flosm.. They quickened their pace,.

. but the harricane overtook thear. The

hail-ftones fell, the clouds feemed ta-open.
ang difclofe the lightning, while loud peals

. of thunder fhook the ground ;. the wind alfo-

in violent gufts rufthed among the trees,.

- 6 . tore .
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tore off the flender branches and loo('ened
the roots.

. The chlldren were terrified ; but Mrs.
“Mafon gave them each a hand, and chatted

-, with them to difpel their fears, - She-in-
formcd them that ftorms were peceflasy to’
ﬁ;ﬁjpat_c noxious -vapours, and to anfngr
_many other purpofes, which were not, per~
haps, obvious to our wéak underftandings.
But are you not afraid ? cried the trembling;,
‘Carolipe. No, certainly, I am not afraid.
-—-I walk with the fame i?:cunty as when
the fun enfivened the profpe&—God is ftill
prcfent, and we are fafe. Should the ﬁaﬂl

. .that pafles by us frike me dead, it cannot.
hure-me, I fear not: death |—I only f‘ea,r _
‘that chg who can render death terrible,
on whofc provxdence I calmly. reft; and
my confidence carthly forrows .cannot de-
ftroy. ~ A mind is never truly great, till the:
Jove of virtue overcomes the fear of death..

- By this-time they had’ mounted the cliff;,
and faw the tumultuons decp The angry
billows rofe, and dathed agam& the fhores
and the Joud noife of the raging. fcq ree
ﬁmndcd from rock to-rock.

- D¢ :Thcy :
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They ran into the cottage; _ the poor
‘woman who lived in it fent her children
for wood, and foon made a good fire to dry
them. - )

- The father of the family foon after care
“in, leaning on crutches; and over ene eye
there was a large patch. I am glad to fee
* you honeft Jack, faid Mrs. Mafon; come
and take your feat by the fire, and tell the
-children the ftory of your fhipwreck.
'He inftantly complied. I was very young,

-my dear ladies, faid Jack, when I went to

-fea, and endured many hardfhips,—however

" :1 made 4 fhift ‘to ‘weather them all; and .

-Whether the wind was fair or foul, I ran up

_the fhrouds and fung at the helm. I'had

-always a good heart, no lad fore or aft
‘had a better ; when we were at fea, I never

* was the firft to flinch;, and on fhore I was

"as merry as the beft of them. . I married the

B you fee yonder, (lifting his crutch to

point to his wife) and her work and my

" wages did together, till I was fhipwrecked

on thefe rocks, - Oh' it was a drcadﬁzl
mght, this is nothmg to it; but 1 am

- geiting -
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‘ »gettmg to the end of my ftory before I bc-
gin it '
During the war, I went once or twice to
" New York. - The laft was a good voyage,

‘and we were all returning with joy to dear.

England, when the ftorm rof¢'; the veflel
was like a bird, it flew up and down, and
feveral of our’beft hands were wafhed clean
overboard—My poor. captain! a better
never plowed the ocean, he fell overboard
too, and it was fome time before we miffed
him; for it was quite dark, éxcept that
flafhes of lightning now and then gave us
light. .1 was at the helm, lathing it to- the
“fide of the fhip—a dreadful flath came acrol's’
me, and [ loft one of my precious eyes.—
But thank God I have one left. "

The weither cleared up next day, and,

* though ‘we had been finely mauled, I be-
"gan to hope, for I hate to_be famt.heartcd :
and certainly we fhould have got into the
' qhénncl very foon, if we had not fell in with
a French man of war, which took us; for
.-~ we could not make any refiftance,
v ~ "+ 1had
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I had a do poor Pompey ! with me.
Pompcy would not leave me, he wyy as
fond of me as if he had been'a chriftian, 1
bad loft one eye by the lightning, the other

.had been fore, o that I could hardly call it .
a peep-hole. Somehow I fell ‘down the
hatchway, and bruifed one of my legs ; but
1 did not mind it, do ye fee, till we arrived
‘at Breft and were thrown into a French
Prifon. : ,
Therel was worle oﬁ' than ever; the room
‘we were all ftowed in was full of vermin,
:and our food very bad; mouldy bifcuits,
and falt fith. The prifon was choke full,.
. and many a morning did we find fome he- -
neft fellow with his chops fallen—he was

not to be’ waked any more !—he was gone
to the other country, do ye fee.

-"Yet the French have not fuch hard hearts:
as people fay they have! Several 'womciu
brought us broth and wine; and one gave
me fome rags to wrap round my leg, it was.

-very painful, I could not clean it, nor hadi
* Iany plaifter. One day 1 was looking for--
. .mwfully at it, thinking for certain I fhould
lofe

- .
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" Jofe my precious limb ; . when, would yow
bel.ve it? Pompey faw what I was think-~
" ing about,.and began to lick it.—And, i
mever knew fuch a furprizing thing, it grew
better and better every day, and at la& was/
- healed without any plaifter, -

. After that I was very fick, and thc famc ~
-'lcnder hearted creatureswho -gave me the
rags, took me to her houfe; and frefh air
Joon recovered me. I for certain ought tn
fpeak well of the French; but for their
Kkindnefs I fhould have been in anether port
by -this'time. Mayhap I might have gone-
with a fair wind, yet.T fhould have been
forry to have left my poor wife and her
.children. But I am letting all my lire run
. .out! Well, by-and-by, there was ar’ex~
-ehange of prifeners, and we were once more
-in an Englith veflel, and 1 made fure of
. ‘fecing my family again; but the weather
- ,was ftill foul. Three days and nights we,
“were in the greatef} diftrefs; and the fourth.
the fhip was dafhed againft thefe racks.
,Oh! if you had heard the crath! The wa-
- ser rufhed in—the men ﬁ:rcamcd, Lord have
s merep
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"‘mercy on us! There was a woman in the

" hip, and, as I could fwim, I tried tagave

* her, and Pompey folowed me; butI loft-
him—poor fellow! I declare I cried like a
child when I faw his dead body, However
I brought the woman to fhore ; and affifted
fome more of my mefs-mates ; but, ftand-
ing in the water o long, I loft the ufe of

_ my limbs—yet Heaven was good to me; -

‘Madam, there, fent a cart for us.all, and
took care of us; but I never recovered the
‘ufe' of y limbs. So fhe afked me al
_about my misfortunes, and. fent for wife,
-who came dire@ly, and we have lived here
.ever fince. We catch fith-for Madam, and =
I watch for a ftorm, hoping fome time or
other to be as kind to a poor perifhing foul as
fhehasbeentome. Indeed we are veryhap-
. py—I might now have been begging dbout
" "the ftreéts, but for Madam, God blefs her!
. % A tear firayed down Mrs. Mafon’s cheek,
while a fmile of benevolence lighted up. her
-countenance—the little girls caught each
hand—They were all filent 4 few minutes;
' whm the, wxllmg to turn the difcourfe; en<
S quired -

<
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quir’ .whether they had any fith in the
houfe ? Some were produced, they: were
quickly dreffed, and they all -eat together.
"They had a chearful meal, and honeft Jack
fung fome of his feafaring -fongs, and did
all he could to divert them and exprefs his
gratitude. * Gettingup to reach the brown
‘loaf, he limped very awkwardly, Mary was
juft beginning to laugh, when fhe reftrained
herfelf; for.the recolleted that his awk-
- wardnefs made him truly refpectable, be-
caufe he-had loft the ufe of his limbs when
he was doing -good, faving the lives of his
fellow-creatures. _ ' _
The weather cleared up, and they re<
-turned home.. The children converfed gaily
. witheach other all the way home, talking of.
the poor failor, and his faithful dog.

B
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CHAP IX.

- The ]m’mvmimm of immoderate Indulgence.
1

HE chxldren were allowed to help

themfelves to fruit, when it made a.
part of sheir meal; and Caroline always .

.took care to pick out the beft, or fwallow
what fhe took in ‘'a hurry, left fhe thould
-pot get as mych as (he wifhed for.. Indeed
fhe generally eat more than her fhare. She
.had fcvera'l times eaten more than a perfon
dto eat at one time, without feeling
teffedts ; but one afternoon fhe com-
~plamcd of a pain in her flomach in confe-
.quence of it, and her pale face and languid
eyes plainly thewed her indifpofition. Mrs.
Mafon gave her an emetic, and after the
operatnon fhe was obliged to go to bed,
though fhe had promifed herfelf a pleafant
walk that-evening, She was left alone, for

Mary was not pérmitted to ftay at home

with hcr, as fhe offered to do. Had het

. ﬁcknefs been accidental, we would both
have

R S
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have tried to amufe her, faid Mrs. Mafon;
but her greedmcfs now receiving its natural
. and juft punithment, fhe muft endure it
without the alleviation which pity affords;
only tell her from me, that the pleafure was -
- ‘but mementary, while the pain and con-
finement it produced has already lafted fome
" hours.

. The next morning, though fcamely’ res
covered, fhe got up, as ufual, to have a2
" walk before breakfaft. During thefe walks,
Mrs. Mafon told them ftories, poimted out .
-the wifdom of God in the creation, and
took them to vifit her podr tenants. Thefe
vifits not only enabled: her to form a judg-
ment of their wants, but made them very
~ induftrious ; for they were all anxious that
. fhe might find their howfes and petfons °
clean. And returning through the farm.

‘ E yard, Mrs. Mafon ftopped according to

cuftom, to fee whether the poor animals
. were taken care of—this the called earning
her breakfat. The fervant was juft feeding
the pigs, and though fhe poured a greae
quantity inta the trough, the greedy crea»

| ) . . LY t\lﬁes
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tures tried to gobble it up-from one an-
other. Caroline bluthed, fhe faw this fight
- was meant for her, and fhe felt athamed of
her gluttony. - But Mrs, Mafon, willing to

imprefs her ftill more ftrongly, ‘thus ad- -

drefled her. :

Providence, my child, has given us paf-
fions and appetites for various purpofes
two are” generally obvious; I will point
‘them out to'you. Firft to render our pre-
~{ent life more comfortable, and then to
‘prepare ‘us for another, by making us fos
ciable beings ;- as in‘fociety- virtue is ac-
quired, and felf-denial pradifed. A mo-

derate quantity of proper food recruits our -

exhaufted fpirits, and invigorates the ani-

mal fun@ions; but, if we exceed modera-

tion, the mind will be opprefied, and foon
become the flave of the body;.or both grow
Uftlels and imalive. Employed various
ways, families meet at meals, : and .there
giving up to each other, learn in the moft
eafy, pleafunt way to govern their appe-

tites;  Pigs, you fee, devour what they.

<an get but men, if they have any affec-

<
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~ tions, love their fellow-creatures, and with

for a return; nor.will they, for the fake of

- a brutith gratification, lofe the efteem of

thofe they value. Befides, no one can be
reckoned virtuous who has not learned to
bear poverty : yet thofe who think much
of gratifying their appetites, will at laft a&t
meanly in order to indulge them. But
when any employment of the underftand-
ing, or ftrong affe&tion occupies the mind,
eating is feldom thought a matter of greater

* importance than it ought to be. Let the

idle zbink. of their meals; but do you em-

manner, and only'enjoy them when you
join the focial circle. I like to fee children,
and even men, eat chearfully, and grate~
fully receive the bleflings fent by Heaven;
yet 1 would not have them abufe thofe

“bleflings, or ever let the care neceffary to
~ fupport the body injure the immortal fpirit:

many think -of ‘the f{uftenance the former

- craves, and entirely neglect the latter.

I remarked to you before, that in the
moft apparently trivial concerns, we are to
B ' do

_ploy the intermediate time in a different -
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do as we would Be done by.  This daty
muft be pradtifed conftantly; at meals
. there are frequent opportunities, and T

hope, Caroline, I fall never again e you

eager to fecure dainties for yourfelf, If
fuch a difpofition were to grow up with
you, you cught to live alone, for no one

thould enjoy the advantages and pleafures

which arife from focial intercourfe, who is

unwilling to give way to the inclinations of
others, and allow each their {-harc of the

_good things of this life.

You experienced - yefterday, that pain
follows immoderate indulgence ; it is al-
wvays the-cafe, though fometimes not felt fo
immediately ; but the conftitution is infen _
fibly deftroyed, and old age will come on,
loaded with infirmisies. . You alfo loft a
very pleafant walk, and fome fine fruxt.
We vifited Mrs. Goodwin’s garden, and as
Mary had: before convinced me that fhe
could regulate "her appetites, ‘1 gave her
leave to pluck as much fruit as fhe withed;
and fhe did not abufe my indulgence. 09

the -contrary, the fpent moft part. of the

time
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time in gathering fome for me, and her at-
tention made it tafte {weeter. . ,

¥ Coming home 1 called her my friend,
and fhe deferved the name, for the was no
longer a ¢child; 2 reafonable affetion had
conquered an appegite; her undcr&andmg
took thc lead, and {hc had pra&tfed a vir=
tue.. _
* The {ubje was now droppcd but Ca-
roline determined to copy in future her
fafter’s temperance and felf-denial,
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. CHAP. X

Tbe Danger of Delay-Dcﬁriptioh of a Man-
- -fion-boufe in Ruins—The Hiftory of Charles
Townley.

R'S. Mafon, “who always regulated -

i her own time, and never loitered

her hours irrefolutely away, had" very .

frequently to wait far the children, when
the wifhed to walk, though the had defired
them to be ready at a precife time. Mary
in particular -had a trick of putting every
thing off till the laft moment, and then fhe

did but half do it, or left it undone, This * |
indolent way of delaying made her mifs.

many opportunities of obliging “and doing
good ; and whole hours were loft in thought-
lefs idlenefs, which fhe afterwards wifhed
had been better employed.

This was the cafe one day, when fhc had .

a letter to write to her father; and though

it was mentioned to her early in the morn- -

mg, the fineft part of the'evening flipped
away
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away whilft the was finithing'it; and her
hafte made her forget the principal chmg

" which fhe intended to have faid.

- Out of breath fhe joined them ; and after
they had croffed feveral fields, Mrs. Mafor
turning down a long avenue, bade them
ook at a large old manfion-houfe. It was
now in ruins. Ivy grew over the fubftantial
walls, that ftill refifted the depredations of
time, and .almoft concealed a noble arch,

.on which maimed lions couched; and vul-

tures and eagles, who had loft their wings,

* feemed to reft for ever there. Near it was

a rookcry, and the rooks lived fafe in the
high trees, whefe trunks wére all covered
with ivy or mofs, and a number of fun- .
gufles grew about their large roots, The
grafs was long, and remaining vndifturbed,
fave when the wind fwept acrofs ir, was of
courfe pathlefs. Here the mower never
whet his fcythe, nor did the haymakers mix
their fongs with the hoarfe croaking of the -

. rooks. A fpacious bafon, on the margin of

which water plants grew with wild luxu.
riance, was overfpread with flime; and
E ‘ . afforded
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afforded a fhelter for toads and adders. In
many places were heaped the ruins of orna-
mental buildings, whilft fun-dials refted in
the fhade; and pedeftals, that had crufhed
the figures they before fupported. Making -
their way through the grafs, they would °
frequently ftumble over a headlefs ftatue,
or the head would impede their progrefs.
When they fpoke, the found feemed to re-

_ turn again, as if unable to penetrate the

thick ftagnated air. The fun could not
daft its purifying rays through the thick
gloom, and the fallen leaves contributed to .
choke up the way, and rendcr the air more.
noxious, .

1 brought. you to this place on purpofc

_this_evening, faid Mrs. Mafon to the chil-,

dren, who clung about her, to tell you the
hiftory of the laft inhabitant; but, as this
part is unwholefome, we will fit on the

.broken ftones of the drawbridge.
, . Charles' Townley was a boy of uncom-

mon abilities, .and ftrong feelings; but he
ever permitted thofe feelings to direct his

.condu, without fubmitting to the direc-

LT _ - tion
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. tionof reafon; I mean, the prefent emotion
-governed him. He had not any ftrength
or .confiftency of charatter; one moment
he enjoyed a pleafure, and the next felt the
pangs of remorfe, on account of fome duty’
which he had negle®ed. He always in-
deed intended to a& right in every particu-
lar zo-morrow ; but to-day he followed the
prevailing whim. '

He heard by chance of 2 m#n in grcat
diftrefs, he determined to relieve him, and
left his houfe in order to follow the-humane
impulfe ; but meeting an acquaintance, he
was perfuaded to go to the play, and ss«
morrew, he thought, he would do the a&-

. of charxty The next merning fome com-

pany came to breakf#® with him, and took
'him with them to view fome_ fine pitures.-

In the evening he. went to a concert; the
day following he was tired, and.laid in bed. -
till noon; then read a pathetic ftory, welt.
wrought 'up, wept over it—fell afleep—and .
.. forgot to @f# humanely. An accident re-"
minded him of his intention; he-fent to the
man, and found that he had too Jong de- o
laycd—-the relief was uf :\\s..

In
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+ Tn this. thoughtlels manner he fpent his
time and fortune; .never .applying to any.
_profeffion, though formed to fhige ta any

. one he fhould have chofen.” His friends

were offended, and at laft allowed -him to
languifh in.a gaol; and as there appeared -
no probability of reforming or fixing him,
they left him to ftruggle with adverfity.
Severely did he ‘reproach . himfelf—He

- was almof loft in defpair, when a'friend . -

vifited him. This friend loved the latent’
fpatks- of virtue which he imagined would
_fome time or other light up, and anirnate -

his conduct. He-paid his debts, and gave - .

him a fum of money fufficient :to. enable.
him to prepare for a voyage to the Eaft:
Indies, where Charles withed to go, to try
to regain his loft fortune. Through the.
interceffion of this kind, confiderate friend,
his relations were reconciled to"him,' and
his fpirits raifed. .

He failed with a fair \und, and fortunc
favouring his moft romantic wifhes, in the v
fpace of fifteen years, he acquired a much: -
larger fortune than he had even hoped for, -

6 0 and!
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~and 'tho.t'zgh“: of vifiting, nay, fettling in his
native country for the remainder of his life.

Though impreffed by the mioft lively -

fenfe of gratitude, he had dropped hisfriend’s:
eorrefpondence ; yet, as he knew that he
had.a daughter, his firft determination was:
to referve for her the greater part of his pro-

'perty, ag the moft fubftantial proofwhich

he could give of his gratitude.—The thought

pleafed him, and that was fafficientto divert -
him for fome months; but accidentally-
* hearing that his friend had been very un-
* fuccefsful in trade,. this information made
~ him wifh to haften his return to his native

country.  Still a procraftinating fpiric pof-

. ' fefled him, and he delayed from time to

- time the arduous tafk of fettling his affairs,

previous to his departure : he wrote, how- :

ever, to England, and tranfmitted a con-
“fiderable fum to a ¢orrefpondent, deﬁrlnv

that this houfg,might be prepa:ed for hlm,'

‘and the mortgage cleared. . . ¢

I

I can fcarcely enumerate the vanous de-
lays that prevented his embarking; and

when he arrived in Engldnd, he came hete,
R E 3 and
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and was fo childithly eager to have his

houfe fitted up with tafte, that he atually
trifled away a month, béfore he went to
feek for his friend. - .
But his negligence was now feverely pu-
"nifhed. He learned that he had been re-
.duced to great diftrefs, and thrown into the
very, @aol; out of which he took Townley,

who, haftening tn it, only found his dead
body there; for he died the day before. On

the table was lying, amidft fome other fcraps

of paper, a letter, direfted in an unfteady ..

‘hand to Charles Townley. He toreitopen.

Few were the fcarcely legible lines; but
~ they fmote his heart. He read as follows
. “1I have been reduced by unforefeen
¢ misfortunes ; yet when 1 heard of your
¢ arrival, a gleam of joy cheered'my heart
« —7 thought I knew your’s, and that my
¢ Jatter days might ftill have been made
. % comfortable in your Jociety, for I loved
“you; I even expected pleafure; but I
¢ was miftaken ; death is my only friend.”

He read it over and over again; and
aiied out, Gracious God, had I arrived but

on |
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one day fooner1 fhould have feen him,and he

. would not have died thin¥ing me the moft
" ungrateful wretch that ever burdened the -

carth! He then knocked. his clinched fift
againtt his forehead, looked wildly round the
dreary apartment, and exclaimed in a chok-

“ed,'though impatient tone, You fat here

yefterday, thinking of my ingratitude—
‘Where are you now ? Oh! that I had feen
you! Oh! that my repenting fighs could
reach you !—

" He:ordered the body to be mterred and
returned home a prey to grief and defpon-

dency. : Indulging it to excefs, he ne-

gle&ed to enquire after his friend’s daugh-

tery he intended to provide amply for her,’
but now he could only grieve.- .
" Some time elapfed, then he fent, and the

intelligence which he procured aggravated
his diftrefs, and gavc it a fevere addmonal
fting.

* The poor gentle glrl had, during her fa-

ther’s life, being engaged to a werthy young

man; but, fome time after -his death, the
relations of her lover had fent him to fea

\
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to prevent the. ‘match takmg place. She
was helplefs, an® had not, fufficient courage

. to combat with poverty ; to efcape from it,
the married, an old rake whom (he detefted.
"He was ill-humoured, and his vlcxous habits
rendered him a moft dreadful compamon..
She tried in vain to pleafe him, and banifh
the forrow that bent her down, and made
wealth and all the pleafurés it could procure

"« taftelefs. Her tender father was dead—fhe
bad loft her lover—without a friend orcons -

fident, filent grief confumed her. 1 have
told you friendthip is only to be found
amongft the virtuous; her hufband was vis
cious,
Ah} why did memarry ? faxd Mary. .
Becaufe fhe was timid; but I have not
told you all;. the grief that did not break
her heart, difturbed her reafons and her
‘hufhand confined her in a mad-houfe.
. Charles heard of this laft circumftance
" he vifited her. Fanny, faid he, do you re-
colle& your old friend? Fanny looked at
him, and reafon for a moment refumed her
feat, and informed her countenance to trace
anguith
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" anguifh on it—the trembling ligit foon dif-

appeared—wild fancy fiuthed in her eyes,
and animated h,er inceffant rant.  She fung

feveral verfesdf different fongs, talked of

her hufband’s ill-ufage—enquired if he had
lately been to fea; and frequently. addreffed

- her father as if he were behind her chair, or

fitting by her.. :
Charles could not bear this fcene—If I

could lofe like her a fenfe of woe, he cried,.
- this intolerable angunfh would not tear my
hcart! The fortune which he had mtcnded’:
for her could not reftore her reafon; but,: .
tad he fent for her foon after her father’s.
death, he might have faved her and com-

forted himfelf,

The latt ftroke was worfe than the firft;.
* he retired to this abode ; melancholy creep-
ing on him, he let his beard grow, and the
. garden.run wild: One room in the houfe

the poor lunatic inhabited ; and he had 4
proper perfon to attend her, and guard het
from' the dangers fhe wifthed to encounter..
Every.day he vifited her, the fight of her
would almoft have unhinged a found mind

"Eg - =—How
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~—How could he bear it, when his con-

_fcience reproached him, and whifpered that

he had negle&ed to do goed, to live to any
rational purpofe—The fweets of friendfhip
were denied, and he every day contemplated
the faddeft of. all fights—the wreck of a
human underftanding,

He died without a will.  The eftate was

litigated, and as the title to this part could -

not be_proved, the houfe was let fall into
its prefent ftate.
But the night will overtake us, we muft

"~ make hafte home—Give me your hand,

Mary, you tremble ; furely I need not defire
" you to remember this ftory—Be ealm, my
child, and remember that you muft -attend
to trifies ; do all the good-you can the pre-

fent day, nay hour, if you would keep your .

confcience clear. 'This circumfpeQion may
not produce dazzling adtions, nor will your
flent virtue be fupported by human ap-

plaufe’; but your Father, who feeth in fecrct,

will reward you,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XL

Drefs.— A Charafter.—Remarks om Mrs.
Trueman's Manner of dreffing.—Trifling
Omiffions undermine Affettion.

ARY?’s procraftinating temper pro-
duced many other ill confequences ;
fhe would lie in bed till the laft moment,
and then appear without wathing her face or

“cleaning her teeth. Mrs. Mafon had often

obferved it, and hinted her diflike; bi,

.- unwilling to barden her with precepts, the
‘waited for a glaring example. One ‘was

foonaccidentally thrown in her way, and
fhe determined that it fhould not pafs une

- obferved.

. A lady, who was remarkable for her
negligence in this refpect, fpent a weck
with them; and,_duriug that time, very

. frequently difconcerted the ceconomy of the

family. She was.feldom fit to be feen, and |
if any company came b) chance to dner,
fhe. would make them ‘wait till it was quite

'E 3 cold,
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cold, whilft the huddled on fome ill.chofen

finery. In'the fame ftyle, if a little party

of pleafure was propofed, fhe had to drefs
herfelf, and the hurry difcompofed her, and
. tired thofe, who did net like to lofe time in
anticipating a trifling amufement.

A few hours after the had left them, Mrs.

- . Mafon enquired of Mary, what effedt this -

week’s experience had. had on her. mind ?

You. are fond of ridicule, child, but fekdom .
in the right place; real caufe for it you let

flip, and heed not the filent reproof that
_points at your own faults :~——do .not miftake
me, I would not have you haugh at-~yet k
with you to: feel, what is ridiculous, and
learn .to diftinguith folly. Mrs. Dowdy’s.
negligence arifes from. indolence; her mind
is. not employed about matters of import-
ance; and, if it were, it would not be a
fufficient excufe for her habitually negleét-
ing-an effential part of a man’s as well as &
woman’s duty. I faid habitually; . grief
will often make thofe carelefs,. who, at
other times, pay a proper attentjon to.their
peefon; and this neglett is a.fure indica-

R tion -
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tion that the canker-worm is at work ; and
we ought to pity rather than blame the un-
fortunate. ‘Indeed when paipful a&ivity of
mind occafions this inattention, it will net -
laft long; the foul ftruggles to free itfelf,
“and return’ to its ufual tone and old habits. -
The lady: we have been fpeaking -of ever
appears.a {loven, though fhe is fometimes
a difgufting figure, aod, at others, a very
taudry firt.

I continually caution. Carolme not to
fpend much time in adorning -her perfon;
but I never defired you to negle& yours,
Wifdom confifts' in avoiding extremes——
immoderate fondnefs for drefs, I term va-
nity ; but'a proper attention to avoid fin-.
gularity does not deferve that name. Nevet
wafte much time about trifles; but the time- .
that is neceffary, employ properly. Exers
cife your underftanding, tifte flows from . ¥
+it, and will in a moment dire& you, if you -
are. not too folicitous to conform to the
changing fathions; and loiter away 7a labo-
rious idienefs the precious mements when
the imagination is moft lively, and thould -
- . be
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be allowed to fix virtuous aﬂ’e&nons in the
tender youthful heart.
. Of all the women whom I have ever met
with, Mrs. Trueman feems the freeft from
vanity,” and thofe - frivolous views which
degrade the female charatter. Her virtues
claim refpe, and the pradtice of them en-
groffes her thoughts; yet her clothes are ap-
parently wel chofen, and you always fee her
in the fame attire. Not like many women
‘who are eager to ftt off their perfods to the
beft advantage, when they are only going to
take a walk, and are carelefs, nay flovenly,
when forced to ftay at home. Mrs. True-
man’s condu& is juft*the reverfe; fhe tries
to avoid fingularity, for fhe does not with
to difguft the generality; but it is her fa-
mily, her friends, whom the ftudies so
pleafe.
In drefs it is not little minute things,
- but the whole that fhould be attended to,
‘and that every day ; and this attention gives -
an cafe to the perfon becaufe the clothes
appear unftudily graceful. Never, cons

tinued Mrs. Mafon, defire to excelin mﬂcs,
if



( 87 )
if you do, . there is an end to virtuous emu- -
lation; the mind cannot attend to both ; for
when the main purfuit is trivial, the cha-
ra&er will of courfe become infignificant.
Habitual neatnefs is laudable; but if you
-wifh to be reckoned a well, an elegantly
 dreffed girl, and feel that praife on account
of it gives you pleafure, you are vain; and
a laudable ambition caanot dwell with va.-
nity. :

Servants, and thofe women whofe mmds
‘have had a very limited range, place all
.~ their happinefs in ornaments, and frequently
" negle& the only eﬁ'ennal part in drefs—
neatnefs. - .
-1 have not the leaft ob_;c&xon to your
. drefling according to your age; I rather
encourage it,. by allowing yqu to wear the
gayeft colours; yet I infift on fome degree
of uniformity : and think you treat me dife

refpe&fully when you appear before me, . -

and have forgotten to do, what fhould never
be negle¢ted, and what you could have
done in lefs than a quarter of an hour. .

- D6 - I always
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I always drefs myfelf before breakfaft,.
and expe@ you to follow my example, if
there is not a fufficient and obvious excufe..
‘You, Mary, miffed a plesfant airing yefter-
day ; for if you had not forgotten the refpe&
which is due to me, and hurried down to
breakfaft in a flovenly manner, I fhould
. have taken you out with me; but I did not.
choofe to wait till you were ready, as your
not being fo was entirely your own fault..

Fathers, and men in general, complain. .
of this inattention; they have always to:
wait for females. Learn to avoid this fault,,
however infignificant it may appéar in your:
eyes, for that habit cannot be of little con-
- fequence that fometimes weakens efteem..
When we frequently make allowance for
snother in trfling: matters, notions of infe~
riority take root in the mind, and too often:
produce contempt. Refpeét for the unders
ftanding muft be the bafis of conftancys.
the, tendernefs which flows from pity is lia-
ble to perifh infenfibly, to confume itfelf—-
even the virtues of the heart, when they.

degenerate into weaknefs, fink a charaéter:
, in
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in our eftimation. Bcﬁdes, a kind of grofs

. familiarity takes place of decent affe@ion;

and the refpe&, which alonecan render do-
meftic intimacy a lafting comfon, is loft

before we are aware of it.

CHAP. XIIL

Bebaviour to Servants.—~True ngma q‘
Charalter.

HE children not coming down 1o
breakfaft one morning at the ufual
time, Mrs. Mafon went herfelf to enquxre
the reafon; and as fhe entered. the aparte’
ment, heard Mary fay to the maid who

- affifted her, 1 wonder. at your impertinence,
 ta talk thus to me—do yau know who you

are -{peaking to ?——fhe was going on, but

. Mrs. Mafon interrupted her, and anfwered -

the queltion—¢o a little girl, who is only
aflitted becaufe the is weak. Mary fhrunk
back abathed, apd Mrs, Mafon continued:

N as
!



-~

(%)
as you have treated Betty, who is ten pears
older than yourfelf, improperly, 'you muft
now do every thing for yourfelf; and, as
» Yyou will bé fome time abourt it, Caroline
and I will eat our breakfaft, and vifit Mrs,
Trueman. By'the time we return, you
may perhaps have recolle¢ted that children
are inferior to fervants, “'who a&t from the
diQates of reafon, and whofe underftand-
ings are arrived at fome degree of maturity,
while children muft be governed and di-
re&ed till their’s gains ftrength to work by
itfelf : for it is the proper exercife of our
" geafon that makes us in any degree inde-
pendent.

When Mrs, Mafon returned, fhe mildly
addreffed- Mary. T have often” told you
that every difpenfation of Providence tended
to our improvemenr, if we do not per-

- werfely a& contrary to_our intereft. One
~ being is made dependent on another, that
love and forbearance may foften the human

. heart, and that linked together by neceffity,
and the exercife of rhe focial affe&ions, the
whole famxly on carth might have a fellow-
fecling
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fecling for each other. By thefe means we -
- improve one another; but there is no real A

_ inferiority. Co-

* You have read the fable of the head fup~
pofing itfelf fuperior to the reft of the mem-
bers, though all are equally neceffary to the
fupport of life. . If I behave improperly to
fervants, 1 am really their inferior,--as I
. abufe a truft; and imitate not the Being,

whofe fervant 1 am, without a thadow of

equality, Children are_helplefs. I order
-my fervants to wait on you, becaufe you
-are fo; but I have not as much refpe& for
-you as for them; you may poflibly become
-a virtuous charadter.—Many of my fervants
are really fo already; they have done their
duty, filled an humble ftation, as they
ouvght to fill it, confcientioufly. And do
you dare to defpife thofe whom your Cre-
ator approves ?
Before the greateft earthly beings I thould

-not be awed, they -are my fellow fervants; -
" and, though fuperior in rank, which, like .

~ perfonal beauty, only dazzles the vulgar; -
- yet I may poﬁ‘cﬁs more knowlcdoc and-vir-
S tue,
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me.; The farne feeling aCtuates me when
F am in company with the poor; we are

_ creatures of the fame nature, and [ may be

their inferior in thofe graces which fhould

adorn my foul, and render me truly great.
How often muft I repeat to you, thata

-ehild is inferior to a man; becaufe reafon is
in #s infancy, and it is reafon which exalts

a8 mag above a brute; and the cultivation.
of it raifes the wife man above the ignorant;
for wifdom is only another name for virtue.

This morning, when I .entered your
spartment, 1 heard you infulc a worthy fer~
vaat. You had juft faid your prayers; but
they muft have been-only the gabble of the
"“tongue; your heart was not engiged:in the

facted employment, or you could not fo .

foon have forgotten that you were a weak,
dependent bcmg, and that you were to re-
ceive mercy and kindnefs only on the con=
dition of your prattifing the fame. '

I advife you to afk Betty to pardon your
impertinence ; till you do fo, fhe fhall not’
aflift you; you would fiid yourfelf very
Belplefs thhouc the aflitance of men and

- : womcn\ .

ve

[
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womm—-unablc to cock your meat, bake
your bread, wath your clothes, or even put

- them op—fuch a helplefs creature is‘a child

—1 know what you are, you perceive.
‘Mary fybmitted; and in futyre, after fhie

faid her prayers, remembered that the was

to endeavoyr to curb her temper. '

. CH A P. XIIIL

o Enmployment. — Idlenefs produces M'gﬁq.——-
“The Cultivation of the Fancy raifes us- -

-above the Vulgar, extends: our Happmgﬁ',
. and leads 10 Virtue.

NE af.'tcrnoon, Mrs. Mafon gave the
children le. ve to amufe themfelves ;
but a kind of lifticfinefs hung over them,
and at a lofs what to do, they feemed fa-
tigued with doing nothing. . They eat cakes
though they had juft dined, and did many
foolifh things merely becaufe they were idle.

Their friend fecing that they were irrefos, .-~

]
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lute, and could not fix on any employment.‘
requeited Caroline to affift her to make

fome clothes, that a poor woman was in

want of, and while we are-at ‘work, the

added, Mary will read us an entcrtammg
tale, which I will point out. C.
The tale interefted the children, -who

cbcarfplly attended, and after it was ,ﬁniﬂ:egl,' .
Mrs.,Mafoqp told them, that as fhe had-

fome letters to write, fhe could not take her
accuftomed walk ; but that fhe would altow
them to reprefent her, and act for once like

women. They received their commiffion, "

it was to take the clothes to the poor wo-
man,, whom they were intended for ; learn
her prefent wants; exercife their own judg-
ment with refpet to the immediate relief
fhe ftood in need of, and a& _accordingly.

They returned home dchghtcd _eager to .

tell what they had done, and how thankful
and happy they had left the poor woman.

Obferve now, faid Mrs. Mafon, the ad-:
vantages arifing from employment; thrge -

hours ago you were uncomfortable, without
being fcnﬁblc of the cavfe, and knew not
© what

-
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what to do with yourfelves. Nay, you ‘

- a&ually committed a fin; for you devoured
' cakes without feeling “hunger, merely to.

kill time, whiltt many poor people have
npt the means of fatisfying their natural
wants. When I defired you to read to me,.

" you were amufed ; and now you have been

ufeful you are delighted. Recolle this in.
future when you are at a lofs whatto do_ -
with yourfelves; and remember that idle- -
nal muft always be intolerable,- becaufe it
is only an irkfome confcioufnefa of cxift-
ence, .

Every gift of Heaven is lent to us for our
improvement; fancy is one of the firlt of
the inferior ones; in cultivating jt, we ac-
quire what is called tafte, or a relith for
particular employments, which occupy.our
Jeifure howss, .and raife us above the vulgat.

in our converfation.. Thofe.who have not
any tafte talk always of thew o@n affairs or

of their neighbours; every trivia ~aatter
that occurs within their knowledge they. .
canvafs and cony&ure about=—not fo much.
out of ill-nature as idlene(s: Jq{’q as you eat

. . the
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the cakes wnthopt the impulfe of hunger,
Th the famé ftyle people talk of eating and
dref's, and long for their meals merely to
_ divide the day, becaufe the intermediate-
. time is not employed in a2 more interefting
manner. Every new branch of tafte that
we cultivate affords us a refuge from idle-
riefs, a fortrefs in which we may refitt the

affaults of vice; and the more noble our.

* employments, the more exalted will our
-minds become,

* Mufic, drawing, works of ufefulnefs and

fancy, all amufc and refine the mind,

fharpen the ingenuity, and form infenfibly - -

the dawning judgment. As the judgment
gains ftrength, fo do. the paffions alfo; we
have ations to weigh, and need that tafte
in condué, that delicate fenfe of propriety,
which gives grace to virtwe. 7'he higheft
branch of folitar ement is readmg,

loyed ; for in reading, the heart is
“touched, till its feelings are examined by
the underftanding, and the ripenings of rea-
~ fon regulate the ‘imagination. This is the
work

.
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work of. years, and the moft important of
all employments,” When life advances, if
the heart has been capable of rece{vmg ear}y
impreffions, and the head of reafoning and

retaining the conclufions which were drawn -

from them; we have acquired a flock of
knowledge, a gold mine which we can o¢-

cafionally recur to, independent of outward

circumftances. 5
"The Supreme . Being has every thing in

, himfelf; we proceed from Him, and our

knowledge and affe@ions muft return to
Him for employment fyited to them, And
thofe who moft refemble Him ought, ,next

to Him, to be the obje@ts of our lgve;
“and the beings whom we fhould try to af-

fociate with, that we may receive an infe-

- rior degree of fatisfattion from their fociety.
But be affured, our chief comfort muft ever

atife from the mind’s reviewing its owa
operations—and the whifpers of an gp-
proving confcience, to convince us that life
has not flipped away unemployed.

~F  CHAP.
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C HAP, XIV.
I:momxt Amufements. —Defeription tf a Wel/b

" ‘Caftle~Hiftory of ‘a Welfp. Harpere—A =
* tyrdnical Landlord.—Family Pride.

S 'it- was now -harveft time, the new .

“fcene, and the fine weather delighted

"the -children, who ran continually out to

'view the reapers. Indeed ‘every thing

feemed to wear a face of feftivity, and the .

ripe corn bent under ‘its awn weight; or,
note ere@, fhewéd the” laughmg appcar~
ance of plenty. '

+ -Mts, Mafon always allowing the gleaners

Yo have a fulficient quantity, a great nume

‘Ber of poor came to gather a little harveft ;

. and fhe was pleafed to fee the feeble hands
‘of childhood and age- colle&mg the fcat-

tied ears,

Honeft Jack ‘came ‘with his Famxly, and
when the labours of the day were over,
would play on a fiddle, that frequently had

but three ftrings. But it ferved to fet the -

feet

I 1
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ftet in motton, and the lads and laffes dan-

" cing on the green fod, fuffered | cvery care

to fleep.

An old Welth harper generally came to
the houfe about this time of the year, and
ftaid 2 month or more;; for Mrs, Mafon was

,pamcularly fond of this inftrument, and in~

terefted in the fate of the player; as is al-
moft always the cafe, when we have refcued
a pcrfon out of any diftrefs. _

She inforined the children, that once
travelling through Wales; 'her carriage was

- overturned near the ruins of an old caftle.
And as fhe had efcaped unhurt, fhe deter-
mined to wandér amengft them, whilft the .

_driver took care of his horfes, and her fer~ . -
vant haftened to the’ ncxghbouring vxllagc

for affiftance.

It was almoft dark, and the lights becvan
to twinkle in the fcattered cottages. The
fcene-pleafed me, continued Mrs. Mafon;
1 thought of the various cuftoms which the
lapfe of time unfolds; and-dwelt on the
ftate of the Wclfh when' this caftle, now
fo dcfolate, was the hofpitable abode of the

RN Fa ch*cf'.‘:,
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c‘hu:f of a noble family. ‘Thefe .refle®ions.
entirely .engroffed my mind, when the:
found of a harp reached- my éars. Never
awas any thing more opportune, the national
mufic feemed o give reality to the pictures

. which my imagination had been drawing.

1 liftened awthile, and then trying to trace
the pleafing found, difcovered, aftera thort
fearch, a_little hut, rudely built. The
walls of an old tower fupported part of the
thatch, which fcarcely kept out the rain,
and the two other fides were ftones cement-
«d, or rather plaiftered together, by mud
and clay.

I entered, and beheld arr old man, fitting
by a few loofe fticks, which blazed on the
hearth; and a young woman, with one
&hild at her breaft, fucking, and another

" on her knee : near them ftood a cow. and

her calf. The man had been playing on the
harp; he rofe when he faw me, and offered

his chair, the only one in the room,.and -
fat down on a Jarge cheft in the chimney~ .

comer. When the door was fhut, all the
Jight that was admitted came through the
hole,

- - - Ama —— .. - .),
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Bolc, called a chimney, and did not much

- enliven the dwelling. I mentioned my ac-

cident to account for my intrufion, and re~
quefted the harper again to touch the in-

. frument that had attrated me. A par-

tition of twigs and dried leaves divided this
apartment from another, in which I per-
ctived a light: 1 enquired about it, and
the woman, in an artlefs manner, informed .
me, that fhe had let it to a young gentle-
woman lately mamed who was related to 2

very good family, and would not lodge any

‘where, or with any body. This intelli~
. gence made me fmile, to think that famnly

pride fhould be a folace in fuch extremie
poverty. ' '

I fac there fome time, and then the har-
per accompanied me to fee whether the
carriage was repaired; I found it waiting
for me; and as the inn 1 was to fleeprat was
only about two miles f\mher, the harper‘
offered to come and play to me whilft T was

_ eating my fupper. This was juft what 1
. withed for; his appearance had roufed my

compaflion .as well as my curiofity, and I
took him and his barp in the chaife.

Fi3. Aftes
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Afeer fopper he informed .me, that hc
had once a very, good farm;. but he had

, ~ been fo unfortunate ag to difpleafe the juf-

tice, who never forgavc him, nor refted till
he had ruined-him. This tyrant always,
expeéted his tenants to affift him to bring in
his harveft before they had got in their own..
The poor harper was once in the midft of
‘his; when an order was fent to him to bring
his carts and fervants, the next day, to the
fields of this.petty king, He foolithly re=
fufed; and this refufal was the foundation
of that fettled hatred which produced fuch-

- . fatal confequences. Ah, Madam, faid the

fufferer, your heart would ache, if you
heard of all his cruelties to me, and the reft.
of his poor tenants. He employs many.
labourers, and will not give them as much
wages-as they could get from the common
farmers, yet they dare 'not go any-where
clfe to work when he fends for them.  The
fith that they catch they muft bring firft 10
him, or they would not be allowed to walk
over his grounds to catch them; and he
will give juft what he pleafes for the moft

valuable part of their pannier.
But
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But there would be rio end to my ftory

- were I to tell you of all his oppreffions. 1

was obliged to leave my frm; and my
daughter, whom you {#w. Imf evening, hav~
ing married an induftrious ‘young man, 1
came to live with them. Whén—would
you believe it? this fame man threw my

- fon into jail, on account of his killing a

hare, which all the country folks'do-when
they can catch them in their grounds. . We-

Wigge again in great dittrefs, and my daugh-.
ter and I built the'hut you faw in the wafte,
that the poor babes might have a fhelter..
I maintaia them by playing on the harp=
the mafter of this inn allows me to play to

~ the gentry who travel this way; fo that
.1 pick up a few pence, jult cnough to keep
. life and foul together, and to enzble me to

fend a dictle ‘bread to my poor fon John
Thomas.

. He then began one of the moft dlfmal
of his Welfh ditties, and, in the midft of it
cried out—He is an upftart, a mere mufh-
room !—His grandfather was cow-boy to.
mine !—So I told him once, and he never

Fs  The
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The oid man then informed me that the
- caltle in which he now was fhelcered for-
merly belonged to his family—fuch are the-
changes and chances® of this mortal life—
faid he, and haftily ftruck up‘a lively tune.

While he was ftriking the ftrings, I
thought too of the changes in life which an
age had produced. The defcendant of thofe
who had made the hall ring with focial
mirth now mourned in its ruins, and hung
his harp on the mouldering battlements.’
Such is the fate of buildings and of fami-
lies ! ,

After I had difmiffed my gueft, 1T fent
Jor the landlord, to make fome farther en-
quiries, and found that I had not been de-
ceived; T then determined. to affit him,
and thought my accident providential, I
knew a man of confequence in the neigh-
bourhood ; I vifited him, and exerted my-
{elf to procure the enlargement of the young
man. I fucceeded; and not only reftored
him to his family, but prevailed on my
friend to let him rent a fmall farm on his
eftate, and I gave him money to buy ftock
for it; and the implements of hufbandry.

The
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"The old harper’s gratitude was unbound-
‘ed; the fummer after he walked to vifit
me; and ever fince he has contrived to
corne every year to enliven our harveft-
home. This evening it is to be celebrated.

The evening came ;- the joyous party
footed it away merrily, and the found of

. their fhoes was heard on the barn-floor. It
was not the light fantaftic toe, that fathion
taught to move, but honeft heart-felt mirth,
and the loud laugh, if it fpoke the vacant

" head, faid audlbly that the heart was guile~ -

lefs.
Mrs. Mafon always gavc them fome trie

- fling prefents at this time, to render the

approach of winter more comfortable. To
the men, fhe generally prefented warme
clothing, and to the women flax and wer-

fted for knitting, and fpinning; and thofe .

who were the meoft induftriovs received a

seward when the new year commenced.,

The children had books given to them, and,

little ornaments.—All were anxious for the
day ; and received their old- acquaintance,

the harper, with the molt cordia} fmiles. *

- ‘ Fs . CI—IAP.
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CHAP. XV
Pmyer -—-A Moon-light Scme--—-Ref gnatwn

HE harper would frcqucmly fit undcr

a larger elm, a few paces from the
houfe, and play fome of the moft plaintive
Welfh tunes.. While the people were eat-
ing their fupper, Mrs. Mafon defired him .
- to play her fome favourite airs; nd fhe
and, the children walked round the tree
under which he fat, on the ftump of an-
’orher -
" The moon rofe in cloudlefs maje(’cy, and
a number of ftars twinkled near her. The
fofiened landfcape infpired tranquillity,
while the ftrain of ruftic melody gave a
pleafing melancholy to the whole, and
made the tear ftart, ‘whofe fource could
fcarcely be traced. The pleafure. the fight
of harmlefs mirth gave rife to in Mrs. Ma-
* fon’s boforn roufed every tender feeling, and
fet in motion her fpirits. She laughed with
the—poor whom fhe had made happy, add
' wept
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wept when fhie recolleCted her own forrows
the illufions of youth—the gay expeationd
that had formerly clipped the wings of time,
She turned to the girls—I have been very

" unfoftunate, my young friends; but-my
! griefs are now of a placid-kind. Heavy

misfortunes have obfcured the fun lgazed
at when firlt I ensered hfc early attpeh-’

ments have been broken ; ‘the death. of
friends 1 loved has fo clouded my days;
" that_neither the heams of ptofpenty, nor -

even thofe of benevolence, can diffipate the
gloem; but.I am not loft in a thick ‘fog,
My ftate of mind rather refembles the fcene -
before you, it is quiet: I am weaned from
the world, but not difguted ; for I can il

.do good, and in futurity a fun will rifeto .

¢hear my heart. Beyond the night of death,
I hail the dawn of an eternal day 11 meRs -
tion my ftate of mind t6 you, that1l may
tell you what fupports me. . :

_ The f€ﬂ1v1ty within, and th: placxdxty
without, led my thoughts naturally to the
fource from -whence my comfort {prings—
te the Great Beflower of every blefling,
i F& .. Prayer,
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Praycr, my éhnldren, is the deareft privi- -

lege of man, and the fupport of a fecling
heart. - Mine has too often been wounded
by ingratitude ; my fellow-creatures, whom
I have fondly loved, have negle@ted me—
1 have heard their, laft figh, and thrawn my:
eyes round an empty world ; but then more
particularly feeling the prefence of my Cre-
ator, I poured out my foul before him, and

. was no longer alone!. I now daily con-

template His wonderful goednefs; and,
though at an-awful diftance, try to imitate

Him. This view of things is a fpur ta-

altivity, and a confolanon, in difappoint-
ment.
There is in fa& a conﬁam intercourfe

' kept up with the Creator, when we learn

to confider Him as the fountain of truth,

- which our underftanding naturally thirfts .

afier. But His Goodnefs brings Him ftil}

more on a level with our bounded capaci-

- ties, for we trace it in every work of mercy,

».

i
.
i

]

thorly care. Every blefling is doubled

afflitions

-+ and fecl, in forrow particularly, “His fa.
b
wkcn we fuppofc it comes from Him, and
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afitions almoft lofe their name when we
believe they are fent to corre, not cruth
us. Whilt we are alive to gratitude and
admiration, we muft adore God.

-The human foul is fo framed, that good-
nefs and truth muft fill & with ineffable
pleafure, and the nearer it approaches to
perfeftion, the more earneftly will it purfue
thofc virtues, difcerning more clearly their
beauty.”

The Supreme Bemg dwells in the unie
verfe. He is as effentially prefent to the
wicked as to the good; but the latter de-
light in His prefence, and try to pleafe
Him; whilt the former fhrink from 3
Judge, who is of too pure a nature to be-
hold iniquity. The wicked wifh for the
rocks to cover them, mountains, or the
angry fea, which we the other day furveyed, -
to hide them from the prefence of that Be-
ing, in whofe prefence only they could find
Jjoy. You feel emotions that incite you-to
do good;.and painful ones difturb you,
when you have refifted the faithtul internal

. monitor, The wxfcr, apd the better you

grow,
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» grow ‘the nore vifible, if I may ufe the
exprcﬁion, will God become: for wifdom -

confifts in fearching Him out, and good-
nefs in endéavoyring to copy-his attributes,
~ ‘To attain any thing great, a model muft
be held up:to exerdife our underftanding,
and engage our affe®ions. A view of the
difinterefted goodnefs of God is therefore
aalculated to touch us more than can be
conceived by a depraved mind. When the
*Jove of ‘God is fhed abréad in our hearts,
true courage will animate our condud; for
nothing can hurt thofe who truft in Him,

If the defire of aling right is ever prefent.

with us, if admiration of goodnefs fills our
fouls, we may be faid tq pray conftantly,

And if we try to de juftice to all our fellow=

creatures, and even to the brute creation,
and affit them as far as we can, we prove
-whofe fervants we are, and whofe laws we
tranfcribe in our lives.

Never be very anxious, when you pray,
‘what words to wfe; regulate your thoughts

and recollett that virtue calins the paffions; _

gives clearnefs to' the uaderftanding, and
3 " opens
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opens it to pleafures that the thoughtfcfs'
and vicious have not a glimpfe of. You

muft, believe me, be acquainted with God' -

fo find peace, to rife fuperior ¥o ‘worldly
temptations. Habitual devotion is of. the
utmoft confequence to-our happinefs, as
what ofténtft occupies the thoughts willin-

. fluence our a&ions. But obferve what I

fayi—ihat devotion is mockery. and felfith-/

‘nefs, which does not improve our moral

character.

Men, of old, prayed to the dcvxl facri-
ficed their children to hup ‘and commeitted
every kind of barbgrity and impurity, But
we who ferve a logg-fuffering God fhauld
pity the weaknefs of our fellow- creatures ;
we muI’c not beg for mercy -and -not fhew
it; we muft not acknowlpdge that we have
offended, without trying tg gvoid doing fo
in future, . We are 1o. dcz&“h our fellow<
creatyres as we expeQ: to be dealt wish,.
This is pra@ical prayer |—Thofe who prac-
tife it feel frequently fublime pleafures, and
lively Hopes animate thewa in this vale of
tears; that feem a foretafte of - the felicity

they
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they will enjoy, when the underftanding is
more enlightened, and the affetions pro-
perly regulated. To-morrow 1 will take

- you to vifit the fchool-miftrefs of the vil-
- Iage, and relate her ftory, to enforce whzt

1 have been faying.

Now yow may go and dance one or two
dances; and I will join you after 1 have
taken a walk, which I.wifh to enjoy alone,

CHAP. XVL

The Beant: argﬁng fr?. Devotion, —Tbe

Hiffory of thé Village, Sthook-mifrefs—
. Fatal Effelts of Inatténtion to Expences,
' in the Hiffory er Lofyy.

HE n?’ morning Mirs. Mafon de-
fired the children to get their work,
and draw near the table whillt fhe related
the promifed hiftory ; and in the afternoon;

. if the weather be fine, ghey were to vific

the village fchoel-miftrefs. :
' Her
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Her father, the honourable Mr. Lofty,
was the youngeft fon of 2 noble family ;
his education had been liberal, though his’
~ fortune was finall.  His relations, how- .
~ ever, feemed determined. to puth him for-
ward in life, before he difobliged them by
marrying the daughter of a country clergy-
man, an accomplithed, fenfible woman,
- Some time after the birth of his daughter
Anna, his elder brother, the Earl of Caer-
marthen, was reconciled to him; but this
reconciliation only led him into expences,
which his limited -Tgrtune could not bear.
Mr. Lofty had a high {&nle of honour, and .
rather a profufe turn; he.was befide a very
humane man, and'gave away .much more
than he could afford to give, when his com-
paffion, was excited. He¢ never did a mean .
aftion ; but fometimes an dRtentatious pride |
tasnifhed the luftre of very fplendid ones,
and made them appear to judicious eyes
more like tinfel than gold. I will account
for it. His firft jmpulfe arofe from fenfi~ -
bility,  and the fécond from an immoderate
defire of human applaufe: for he feemed
- ' T not ..
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not to be alive to devotional feelings, orto .
have that rock to.reft on, which will fup~

port a frail being, and give true dignity to
a charalter, though all nature combined to
crufh it .

Mrs. Lofty was not a thining charadter—
but I will read you-a part of a letter, which
her daughter, the lady we arec to viﬁt;
- 'wrote to me.’

¢ This being the anmverfary of the day
* on which an ever loved, and much re-
* vered parent was releafed from the bond-
« age of mortality, Labﬁ:rvc it with par=

« ticular ferioufnefs; and with gratitude; .

¢ for-her forrows were great, her trials fe-
¢ vere—but her condu& was blamelefs :.
¢ yet the world admired her not; her

 filent, modeft virtues, were' not formed .

« to attratt the notice of the injudicious
¢ crowd, and her underftanding was nat
< brilliant enough to excite admiration.

~ « But fhe was regardlefs of the opinion of

* ¢« the world; fhe fought her reward in the

“ fource from whence her virtue was de- .

¢ rived—and the found it. He who, for
. < wife

Sl e .

e Tl it e
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¢ wife and mercifol purpofes, fuffered her
« to be affliéted, fopported her under her
« ‘trials; thereby calling forth the exercife

<« of thofe virtues with -which . He had -

¢ adorned her gentle foul; and i imparting

"« to her-a degree of heart-felt comforr,

¢ which no earthly blefling could afford.” .
This amiable parent died when Anna wis

near exghtecn, and left her to the care of

her father, whofe high fpirit fhe had im-~

bibed. However, the religious principles
which her mother had inflilled regulated hes-

notions of honeur, and fo elevated herchas -

racter, that her heart was regulated by hcr
underftanding. -
. Her father, who had mﬁ:nﬁbly mvolved

hxmfclf in debt after her mother’s death,.

tried many different fchemes of life, all of
which at firft ware a promifing afpet ; but
wanting that ‘fupplenefs of . temper, that

. enables people to rife in the world, his

ftruggles, inftead of extricating, funk him

ftill deeper.. Wanting alfo the fupport of

religion, he became four, eafily irritated,

ang almoft-hated a world whofe applaufe be

o had
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had once eagerly courted. His affairs were
at laft in fuch a defperate flate; that he was .
obliged, relutantly, to accept of an invi-
tation from his brother, who with his w:fc, '
a wealg fine lady, mtended to fpend fome
_time on the continent; his daughter was, . -
of courfe, 0 be of the party.
" The reftrainc of obligations did not fuit
his temper, - and feeling himfelf dependent,
he imagined every-one meant to infult him.
Some farcafms were thrown out one day

" - by a gentleman, in a large company; they

were not perfonal, yet he took. fire. His
fore mind was caﬁly hurt, he refented :kcm 5
and heated by wine, they both faid. more
than their cool reafon would have fuggegted.
Mr. Lofty imagined his honour was wound-.
ed, and the next morning fent him a chal-
lenge. They met—and he killed his antago-
nift, who, dying, pardoned him, and declared
_ that the fentiments which had given him fo
“much -offence felt from him by accident,
and Were not.levelled at any perfon.

T he dying man lamented, that the thread
of a thoughtlefs life had been fo fuddenly

fnapped

’ ’
’
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' fnapped—-the name of his wife and:children

~he could -not articulate, when fomething

" like a prayerfor them efcaped his livid lips,
" and thook his exhaufted frame—The blood
.flowed in a copious ftream~-vainly did Mr.
Lofty endeavour to ftaunch it—the heart
loft its vital nourithment, and the foul of-.
caped as he prefled the hand of his deftroyer,
who, when he found him breathlefs, ran
home, and rufhed in a hurry into his own
chamber.- The dead man’s-image haunted
his imagination—he ftarted—imagined that .
he was at his elbow, and fhook the hand
that had received the dying grafp; yet ftill

~ it was prefled, and the prefure entered into

bis very foul. On the table lay two piftols,
he caught up one—and fhot himfelf. The
report alarmed-the family.: the fervants and
his daughter, for his brother was not at
. home, broke open the door, and fhe faw
the dreadful fight! As there was fill fome
appearance of life, a trembling ray, fhe

. fupported the body, and fent for afliftance

but he foon died in her arms without fpeak-
ing, before the fervant returned with a fur-
' Horrer
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Horror feized her; another piftol lay
charged on the table; fhe caught it up, but
religion held her hand; fhe knelt down by

.a dead father, and prayed to* a fuperior one.
‘Her mind grew calmer, yet ftill the paf~
fionately withed fhe had but heard him
fpeak, or that fhe had conveyed comfort to
his departing fpirit—where, where would
it find comfort? again fhe was- obliged to
have recourfe to prayer. )

After the death of her father, her aunt
treated her as if fhe were a mere dependent
on her.bounty; and expc&ed her to bebn
humble companion in every fenfe of the .
word. .The vifitors todk the tone from'
$ier ladythip, and numberlefs were, the mor-
tifications fhe had to bear.

The entrance of a pcrfon about bufinefs

- intérrupted the narration; but Mrs. Mafon
promifed to refume it after dihner.

CHAP.
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CH AP, XVII

Tbe qu]its arifing from Defvatwn—Tbe Hif-
" “tory of the Village School-miftrefs concluded.

+S foon as the cloth was removed, Mrs.

. Mafon concluded the narration ; and

the girls forgot their fruit whxl{t they were
. {ifténing to the fequel,

- Anna endured this treatment fome years,

and had 3n opportunity of acquiring a know~

Yedge of the world and her own heart. She

vifited her mother’s father, and would have.

- . rernamed with kit ; but the dctcrrmned not

to leffen the fmall 'pittance which, he had
anxioufly. faved out of a fcanty income for
. ¢wo other grand-children. - She thought
.continually of her fituation, and found, on
‘examining her underﬁ'andmg, that- the fa-"
thiomable circle in which the moved could
" Rot at any rate have afforded her much fz-
- -tisfaltion, or even amufement; though the
“neglet and contempt that fhe met with.

rcndercd hervery uncomfortable. She had
’ -her
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her father’s fpirit of mdcpcndcnce, and de- -
termined to fhake off the galling yoke
which fhe had long ftruggled with, and try”
to carn her own fubfiftence. Her acquaint-
ance expoftulated With her, and reprefented
the miferies of poverty, and the mortifica-
tions and difficulties that the would have to
encounter. Let it be fo, the replied, it is

~much preferable to fwelling the train of the
- proud or vicious great, and defpifing my--
felf for bearing their impertinence, for eat-
ing their bitter bread ; better, indeed, is a
dinner of herbs with contentment. My
wants are fcw. When I am my own mif~
trefs, the cruft 1 earn will be fweet, and
the water that moiftens it will not be min=
gled with tears of forrow or indignation.
‘To fhorten my ftory; fhe came to me,
afier fhe had attempted feveral plans, and
requefted my advice. She would not ac-
cept of any confiderable favour, and de-
clared that the greateft would be, to put
- her in a way of fupporting herfelf, without
forfcmng her highly valued independence.
I kncw not what to advife ; but whiltt |
was
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was debating the matter with myfelf, 1

happened to mention that we were in want -
of a {cliool-miftrefs. She cagerly adopted
the plan, and perfevering in it thefe laft ten

-years, I find her a moft valuable acquifition

to our fociety.
- She was formed to fhine in the moft
brilliant circle—yet fhe relinquithed it, and.

- patiently labours to improve the children

configned to her management, and tran-
quillize her own mind, . She fucceeds in-
both.

She lives indeed alone, and has all day

. . only the fociety of children; yet fhe enjoys

many true pleafures; dependence on God

*is her fupport, and devotion her comfort.

Her lively affeQions are therefore changed
into a Jove of virtue and. truth: and thefe
exalted fpcculatxons have given an uncom-

. mon dignity to her manners; for fhe feems

above the world, and its trifling commo-
tions. At her meals, gratitude to Heaven -

fupplies the place of fociety. She has a .

tender, focial heart, and, as fhe tannot ‘
fweeten her folitary draught, by exprcfﬁng
G , : hcr
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ther good withes to her fellow creatures, an
cjaculation to Heaven for the welfare ¢f her
friends is the-fubftitute. This circumftance
1 heard her mention to her grandfather,
who fometimes vifits her. »

I will now make fome alteration in my
drefs, -for when [ vifit thofe who have been
reduced from their original place in fociety -
by misfortunes, I always attend a little to
ceremony ; left too much familiarity thould
appear like difrefpect, :

CHAP. XVIII

¥i ‘it to the School-miftrefs.~True and fa e

Pride. €

¥

HEIR drefs was foon ad’ ufted, and
the girls pluckcd ﬁowers -to ?dorn
themfelves, and a nofegay to prefent to the

. Tchool-miftrefs, whofe garden was but fall,

" They met the children juft releafed from

gonfinement s the fwarm came humming

round
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round Mrs. Mafon, endeavouring to catch
her eye, and obtain the notice they were fo
proud of, The girls made their beft curt-
fies, bluthing; and the boys hung down

" their heads, .and kicked up the duft, in
fcraping a bow of refpect.

They found their miftrefs preparing to
drink tea, to refrefh herfelf after the toils

‘\ of .the day; and, with the eafe peculiar to
~ well-bred people, fhe quickly enabled them

to partake of it, ‘by giving the tea-poard 2
more fociable appearance. ,

The harveft-home was foon the fubjc& J
of converfation, and the harper was men-

. tioned. The family pride of the Wcl[h

faid Anm, has often diverted me; Ihavc;
frequently heard the inhabitants of a little -
hut, that could fcarcely be diftinguifhed

~* from the pig-fty, which ftood in the front

of it, boaft of their anceftors and defpife
trade. They have informed me, that one
branch of their family buvil.t the middle aifle
of the church; that another beautified th

chancel, and.gave the ten commandments,
which blaze therc in letters of gold. Some
: G2 - . rejoice -
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tejoice that their forefathers fleep in the
moft confpicuous tombs, and that their
athes have an infcription to point out where
they are returning to their mother earth.,
And-thofe graves, which only a little ftone
~at the head gives confequence to, are adorn-
“ed every Sunday with flowers or ever-greens.
We perceive, in all the various cuftoms of
men, a defire to live in the paft and in the
future, if 1 may be allowed the expreffion,
Mrs. Mafon then obferved, that of all
the fpecies of pride which carry a man out
- of himfelf, family pride was the moft bené-
ficial to fociety. Pride of wealth produces
vanity and oftentation; but that of blood
feems to infpire high notions of honour,
and to banith meannefs. Yet it is produc-
tive of many ill confequences, the moft ob-
vious is, that it renders individuals refpect-
able to the generality, whofe merit is only

. refle€ted: and fometimes the want of this

- accidental advantageé throws the moft fhi-
ning perfonal virtues and abilities into ob-
fcurity.” In weak minds this pride degene-
rates into the moft defpicable folly ; and the

: wife
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wife will not condefcend to accept of fame .

at fecond-hand, replied Anna, We ought

to be proud of our original, but we fhould .

trace it to our Heavenly Father, who

_ breathed into us the breath of life.—We

are his children when we try to0 refemble

“Him, when we are convinced that truth

and goodnefs muft conftitute the very ef-

" fence of the foul; and that the purfuit of

them will produce happinefs, when the vain
diftin&tions of mortals will fade away, and
their, pompous efcutcheons moulder with

goodnefs arifes from a quick perception of

truth, and ations conformable to the con:

viétion,

Different fubjects beguiled the nmc, till

the clofing evening admonithed thenf to re-.
turn home; and they departed relu&antly,
filled with refpec,

Gj  CHAP

|
moré »migar duft!" But remember, my
© young fnends, virtue is immortal; and
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C'BAP: XIX.
 Charity.—~The Hiffory of Peggy and ber Fa-
: " mily.—The Sa:lor s W'idaw :

- HAVE of'tcn remarked 'to you,, fazc?
Mrs. Mafon one morniag to hér pupils,.
that we .are all dependent on each other;.
and this dependence is wifely ordered :by
our Heavenly Father, to call forth many
virtues, to exercife the beft afe@ions of the:
human heart; and fix them into habiis,
While we impart pleafure we reccive ‘1t,
and feel the grandeur of our immortal foul,
. as it is ‘conftantly (’erugglmg 43 fpread .rt{cl{‘
mto futurity. o
" ‘Perhaps the greateft pleafure 1 have' éver
recejved has arifen from the habitwal exer-
<lfe of charity, ia its-verious branches: the
~ view of a diftrefled obje& has made me now#
_think of conyerfing about one branch of it,
that of giving alms. )
You know Peggy, the young glrl whom
1 wxlh to have moﬁ about my perfon; I’
N mean,

'y
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nyean, I with it for her own fake, - that'

- may have an opportunity of i 1mprovmg her

mind, and culnva,nng a good capacity. As
to attentlance, 1 never give much trouble
to any fellow-creature ; for I choofe to be
independent of caprice and artificial wants,:

_ unlefs indeed when I am fick; then, ¥

thankfully receive the affiftance I would- .
willingly- give to others -in the fame fitua-

tion. I believe I have notin the world a -

more faithful friend than Peggy; and her’
earneft defire to pleafe me gratifies my be-
nevolence, ‘for I dlways obferve with de~
light the workings of a grateful heart.

. I'loft a darling chiid, faid Mrs. Mafon, :

fmothering a figh, in the depth of winter: -
dcath'had before deprived me of her father,
and-when'I loft my child, he dicd again. .,

. .- The wintery profpects fuiting the tempe'r"‘
~ of my foul, I have fat looking at a-wide
‘wafte of tracklefs fnow for hpurs ;- and the

heavy, fullen fog, that the fecble rays of the
fun could not pierce, gave me back an
image of my mind. I was unhappy, and

. the fight of dead nature accorded with my

feehnos—for all was dead to me, ,
G 4. .  As -
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As the fnow began to melt, I took a
walk, and obferved the birds hopping about
with drooping wings, or mute on the leaf-
lefs boughs. The mountain, whofe fides
had loft the fnow, looked black ; yet ftill
fome remained on the fummit, and formed
a contraft to diverfify the dreary profpet.

I walked thoughtfully along, when the
appearance of a poor man, who did not

| ‘beg, ftruck me very forcibly. His fhiver-

ing Lmbs were fcarcely fheltered from the
cold by the tattered garments that covered
him; and he had a fharp, famifhed look.

-1 ftretched out my hand with fome relief in

it—1I would not enquire into the particulars
of fuch obvious diftrefs. The poor wretch

- caught my hand, and haftily dropping on

his knees, thanked me in an extacy, as if
he had almoft loft fight of hope, and was

~ overcome by ¢he fudden relief. His atti-
.tude, for I cannptbear to fee a fellow-crea-

ture kneel, and eager thanks, oppreffed my
weak fpirits, fo that I could not for a mo-
ment afk him any more queftions; but as
foon as I recollected myfelf, [ learned from

: him
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him #he misfortunes that had reduced hx
to fuch extreme dn&rcfs, and he hinted,
that I could not eafily guefs the good Lhad
done. I imagined from this- hint that be
was meditating his own deftraction when I
faw him, to fpare himfelf the mifery of fee-.
ing his infant perifh—ftarved to dcath -in
every fenfe of the word.

1 will now haften' to ‘the fequel of the
account. His wife had lately had a child,

the was very ill a the time, and wantof -

proper food, and a defence againft the in-
clemency of the weather, hurried her out
of the world. The poor child, Peggy, had

" fucked in difeafe-and nourifhment together,

and now even that wretched fource had
failed—the breaft was cold that had afford-
ed the fcanty fupport ; and the little inno-
cent fmiled unconfciqus of its mifery. I
fent for her, added Mrs. Mafon, and hér
father dying a few years after, fhe has ever
been a favourite charge of mirte, and nurfing
of her, in fome meafure, difpeiled the
gloorn in which I had been almoﬂ: loft.

ﬁ{\h! |
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AK! my children, you know not how many
¢ hoylelefs heads bide the pitilefs ftorm !”

I received foon after a leflfon of refigna-
tion from a poor woman, who was a prac-
tical philofopher.

"She had loft her hufband, a failor, and
loft his wages alfo, as fhe could not prove
his death.. She came to me to beg fome

_pieces of filk, to make fome pin-cufhions
for the boarders of a neighbouring fchool.

" . Herlowerweeds were patthed with different

coloured rags; but they {poke not variety
of wretchednefs; on the contrary, they
fhewed a mind fo content, that want, and
" bodily pain, did not prevent her thinking
of the opinion of cafual obfervers. This
woman loft a hufband and a child fuddenly,
and her. daily bread was precarious.—I
cheered the widow’s heart, and my own was

" not quite folitary.

But I am growing melancholy, whilft I
am only defirous of pointing out to you
how very beneficial charity is; becaufe it
enables us to find comfort when all our
_ worldly comforts are bhghted befides,

" when
!
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when our bowels yearn to our fellow-crea-
tures, wie feel that the love of God dwelleth
in us—and then we cannot always go ‘on

our way forrowing.

Vifit to Mrs. Trueman.~—The Uke of Aecom-
plz/bmmt: —Virtue tbe Soul of all.

' ~N the afternoon they vifited Mrs. True<

man unexpe&edly, and found'her fitting

CHAP XX. .

in the garden playing to her children, who -

_ danced on the green fod. She approached

to receive them, and laid afide her guitar;
but, after fome converfition, Mrs. Mafon
defired . her o take it up again, and the
girls joined in the requeft. While fhe was
finging Mary whlfpered Mrs. Mafon, ‘that
fhe would give “the wetld to be able to fing
as well. - The whifper was not fo low but
a part of it reached Mrs. Trueman’s ears,
who faid to her, fmiling, My ‘young friend,

G 6 ‘ you

«
1}
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you value accomplithments much too
_highly—they may give grace to virtue, but
are nothing without folid worth. Indeed,
I may fuy more, for any thing like perfec-
.tion in the arts cannot be attained, where a
relifh, nay a delight in what is true and
noble is wanting. A fuperficial obferver
may be pleafed with a picture in which fine
colours predominate; and quick move-
ments in mufic may tickle -the ear, though
they never reach ‘the heart: but it is the.
fimple ftrain which affe&tion animates, that
we liften to with intereft and delight, Mr.
Trueman has a tafte for the fine arts; and
I with in every thing to be his companion.
His converfation has improved my judg-
ment, and the affe&tion an intimate know-
ledge of his virtues has infpired, increafes
the love which 1 feel for the whole human
race. He lives retired from the world; to
amufe him after the bufine(s of the day
is over, and my babes afleep, I fing to
him. A defire to pleafe, and the pleafure
-1 read in his eyes, give to my mufic energy
and tendernefss. 'When he is rufed by

worldly
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worldly cares, I try to. fmooth his wrinkled

\

brow, ‘and think mine a voice of melody,

when it has had that effect.. ‘

- Very true, replied Mrs. Mafon, accom-
plithments fhould be cultivated to render
us pleafing to our domeftic friends ;- virtue
is neceflary ; it muft ever be the foundation
of our peace and ufefulnefs; but when we
are capable of affettion, we with to have
fomething peculiar to ourfelves. We ftudy
the tafte of our friends, and endeavour to
conform to it; but, in doing fo, we ought
rather to improve our own abilities than

fervilely to copy theirs. Obferve, my dear - ‘

girls, Mrs. Trueman’s diftintion, her ac-

.complifkments are for her friends, hcr vir-

tues for the world in gcneral
I thould' think myfelf vain, and my foul
little, anfwered Mrs. Trueman, if the ap-

plaufe of the whole world, on the fcore of

abilities, which did not add any real luftre
to my chara&er, could afford me matter of
exultation. The approbation of my own

* heart, the humble hope of pleafing the Mot

High, elcvatcs my foul ; and I fecl, that in
a future

g
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k future ftate, 1. may enjoy an unfpeakable
degree of happinefs, though I now only
experience a faint foretafte, Next to thefe
fublime emotions, which I cannot defcribe,
and the joy refulting from doing good, I
. am happy when I can amufe thofe I love;
* it is not then vanity, but tendernefs, that -
fpurs me on, and my fongs, my drawings,
my every action, has fomethirg of my heart-
in it. When I ¢an add to the innocent en-
joyments of my children, and improve them
at the fame time, are not my accomplith-
ments of ufe? In the fame ftyle, when I
vary the pleafures of my-fire-fide, I make my
hufband forget that it is a lonely one ; and
“he returns to look for elegance at home, elé-
gance that he himfelf gave the polith to;
and which is only affected, when it does
not flow from virtuous affetions.

I beg your pardon, I expatiate -too long
on my favorite topic; my defire to rectify
your notions muft plead my excufe.

Mr. Trueman now joined them, and
brought with him fome. of his fineft fruit.
After tea Mrs, Trueman fhewed them fome

X of
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~ of her drawings ; and, to comply with tﬁcu' :
repeated requeft,. played on the harpfichord,
and Mr. Frueman took his violin to ac-

. company her. Then the children were in-

* dulged with a dance, and each- had her fa.
vourite tune played in turn. '

" As they returned- home, the girls werc - ’

eagerly lavithing praifes on Mrs. Trueman;
and Mary faid, ¥ cannot tell why, but I
feel fo glad when fhe takes notice of me.
I never faw any one look fo good- natured,
cried Caroline.” Mrs. Mafon.joinedin the
converfation. You juftly remarked that the
" is good-natured; you remember her hiftory; .
fhe loves truth, and fhe ‘is ever exercifing
benevolence and love. From the infett,
that the avoids treadmg on, her affection
_ may be traced to that Being who lives for
ever. And it is from her goodnefs her
agreeable qualities Tpring.

CHAP.
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CHAP XXIL°

The Benefit of bodily Pain.—Fortitude- the .
Bafis of Virtue.—~The Folly of Irrefolution.

" THE children Had, been playing in the

garden for fome time, whilft Mrs,
Mafon was reading alone. But fhe'wag
fuddenly alarmed by the cries of Carolihe,~
who ran into the room in great diftrefs,
Mary quickly followed, ‘and explaining the
matter faid, that her fifter had accidentally
difturbed fome wafps, who were terrified,
and_ of courfe ftung her. - Remedies were
~ applied to affuage the pain; yet all the time
the uttered the loudeft and moft filly com-
plaints, regardlefs of the uneafinefs fhe gave
thofe who were exerting thcmfelves to re-
lieve her. :

In-a fhort time the fmart abated, and
then her friend thus addrefled her, with
more than ufual gravity. I am forry to fee
B girl of your age weep on account of bodily
pam, it is a proof of a weak mind, a proof

- that
. -, ‘



(7))
that you cannot employ yourfelf about
- things of confequence. How often muft I
tell you, that the Moft High is .educating
us for eternity ?

« The term virtue comes from a word
« fignifying ftrength. Fortitude of mind
« is, therefore, the bafis of every virtue,
“ and virtue belongs to a being, that is
¢ weak in its nature, and ftrong only in-
« will and refolution.”

Children early feel bodily pain, to ha-
bituate them.to bear the &nflicts of the foul,
when they become reafonable creatures,
This, I fay, is the firt trial, and I like to
fee that proper pride which ftrives to cone

ceal. its -fufferings. ‘Thofe who, - when -

young, weep if the lealt trifie annoys them,

will never, I fear, have fufficient ftrength -

~of mind to encounter all the miferies that
can affli¢t the body, rather than a& meanly
to avoid them. Indeed, this feems to be
the effential difference between a great and
a little mind: the former knows how to
endure—whilft the latter fuffers an immor-
tal foul to be deprefied, loft in jts abode;

fuffers
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fnﬁérs the iriconveniences which attack the .

one to overwhelm the other, The foul
would always fupport the body, if its fu-
periority was felt, and invigorated by exer-
cife. :The Almighty; who never afliGts
but to preduce fome good end, firft fends
difeafes to children.to teach them patience
and fortitude; and when by 'degrees they
have :learned to bear them, they have ac-
quxrcd fome virtue, - :
In :the fame manger, cold or hunger,
when accidentally - encountered;: are ‘not
. evils; they make us feel what wretches feel,
und teadh' us to be tender-hearted. Many
of your fellow-creatures daily bear what you

* cannot for 2 moment endure without com<

plaint.. - Befides, another advantage arifes
from it; after you- have felt hunger; you
will not be very anxious to choofe the par-
ticular kind of food that is to fatisfy it.
You will then'be freed: from a fmrolous

care. :
When it is neceffary to take a naufeous
draught, fwallow it at once, and do not'
make others fick whillt you are hefitating;,
though.
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:hough yQu know-that you ougbt‘ to take jto
If atooth is to be drawn, or any other dif-
agrreable operation to be performed, deter-
mine refolutely that it thall be done imme-
diately ; and. debate net, when you clearly
fee. the ftep that you ought to take, If I
fee a; child act in this way, ¥ am ready tor °
embrace it, my foul yearns for it—I per= .
eeive the dawning of a ‘charatter that wilk
be: ufeful to focjety, as.it prepards its. foul
for a nobler field of action. '

.. Believé: me, it is: the patient cndurance
‘ ef pain, that will enable you to refift your
pafions; after; you have borne bodily pain,
youw will have firmnefs enough to fuftaip the
ftill more excruciating agonies of the mind.. =
You will not, to banifh momentary cares,
plunge into dlﬁ‘xpauon ; nor, to efcape a
. prefent inconvenience, forget that you fhould
hold faft virtue as the only {ubftantial good.

I fhould not value the affection of a perey
fon who would not bear pain and hunger to’
ferve me; nor is that benevolence warm,
which fhrinks ffom encountcrmg difficulties,

C when. -

g

~



; ( 140 ) .
“when it is neceffary, in order to be ufeful
to any fellow-creature,

-There is a juft pride, a noble ambition
in fome minds, that I greatly admire. I
have feeri a little of it in Mary ! for whilft
fhe pities others, fhe imagines that fhe
could bear their inconveniences herfelf ; and
the feems to feel more uneafinefs, when fhe
obferves the fufferings of others, than I
could ever trace on her copntenance under
the immediate preffure of pain.
~ Remember you are to bear patiently the

 infirmities. of the weakeft of your fellow.
creatures; but to yourfelves you are not to -
be equally mdulgcnt. ‘ 0

)

CHAP:
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CHAP XXI
| Fourney to London.

HE girls were vifibly improved ; an

air of intelligence began to animate
Caroline’s fine features; and benevolence
gave her ‘eyes the humid fparkle which is
fo beautiful and engaging. The intereft
" that we take in the fate of others attaches
them to ourfelves; thus Caroline’s good-
nefs infpired more affection than her beauty.
Mary’s judgment grew every day clearer 3

or, more properly fpeaking, fhe acquired
_”expcrxencc 3 and her lively - fcclmgs fixed

the conclufions of reafon in her mind. .

Whilft Mrs. Mafon was rejoicing in their
apparent improvement, fhe received a letter
from their- father, requefting her to allow
his daughters to fpend the winter in town,
as he wifhed to procure them the beft maf-

ters, an advagtage that the country did not
afford. - Wit *teluctance fhe confented, .

determining? Snmam ‘with them a fhort
) 3 2 "me H

g
.
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time; and prcparatxons were quickly madc
for the journey.

., The wifhed-for mornmg arrived, and

they fet off in a tymult of fpiritsy forry to

“leave the country, yet delighted with the

profpe&- of vifiting the metropolis. . This
hope foon dried the tears which had be-
dewed their cheeks; for the parting with
Mrs. Mafon was not anticipated. The
autumnal views were new to them; they
faw the hedges éxhibit various colours, and
the trees ftripped of their leaves; but they
were not difpofed to moralize.

- For fomie time after their arrival, every
thing they-faw excited wonder and admira-
tion; and not till they weré a lictle fami-
liarifed with the new objects, did they afk
reafonable queftions.

-*Several prefents recruited their purfes,
and they requefted Mrs. Mafon to allow
them to buy fome trifles they wgre in want
of. The requeft was modcft and fhe com-
plied.

-a
<, N

_ . -
oo S~

oo . ., CHAP.

\



( 143 ) T
- CH A P. XXIIL
Charity. — Shopping. — The J_'/;‘fgﬁd 8t4-
- tioner.—Mifchievous Coryegue;m.r of de-
Iaymg Payment.

S they walked in fearch of a fhop,

-t

they both determined to purchafe '

pocket-books; but their friend defired thc,m
*not to fpend. all their money at once, as
they would mect many objeés of charity in
the numerous ftreets of the metropolis. 1
do not wifh you, the ‘continued, to relieve
every beggar that you cafinally meet ; yet

the 1mpulfc of your heart, which will lead
you to pay them for exercifing your com-
paffion, and do not fuffer the whifpers of

felfithnefs, that they may be impoftors, to

deter yo. However, I would have you

give but a trifle when you are not certain_

the diftrefs is real, 3nd reckon it given for

- pleafure. I for my part would rather be
' * 'deceived

" fhould any one attraét your attention, obey
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deceived five hundred times, than doubt -
once without reafon.

They ftopped at a fmall fhop, Mrs.
- Mafon always fought out fuch; for, faid
the, I may help thofe who perhaps want
affitance; bargains I never feck, for I
wijth every one to receive the juft value for
their goods.

- In the thop which they chanced to enter,
they did not find the kind of pocket-book
that they had previoufly fixed-on, and there-
fore withed precipitately to leave it; but
were detained by their more confiderate
friend. While they had been turning over
the trinkets, the countenance of the wo-
" man who ferved them caught her eye, and
fhe obferved her eager manner of recome
mending the books. You have given much
unneceflary trouble, faid fhe, to the mif-
trefs of the fhop; the books are better, and

* * more expenfive ‘than you intended to pur-

chafc, but I will make up the dcﬁacncy.
_ ‘A'beam of pleafure enlivened the woman’s
‘wallen eyes ; and Mrs. Malon, in the mild
accents of compaﬁion, faid, if it is not an

1mpe. _

-
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jmpertinenit queftion, will you tell me from
_ what caufe your vifible diftrefs arifes? per-

haps I may have it in my power to relieve
you.—The woman burft into ‘tears.—In-
deed, Madam, you' have .already relieved .
me; for the money you have laid out will
enable me to procure fome food for my

" poor -little grandchildren, and to.fend a
- meal to their poor father, who is now con-

fined for debt, though a moré honeft mai*
never breathed. -Ah! ‘Madam, I lictle
thought I thould ¢ome ‘to' this—Y¥efterday.
his wife died, poor-foul . I really believe
thmgs going fo crofs broke “her heart. Hé¢’
..ias been in jail thefe five -months ;. I could’
not manage the- ibop, or buy what was pro-
- per to keep up the credit of it, fo bufinefs-
. bas.been continually falling-off; yet, if his

debts were paid, he would now be¢ heré,” - >,

and we fhould have money in our pockets.:
And what renders it more provoking, the
pcople who owe us rhoft are very tich, It
is true, they livé in fuch a very high ftyle,
and keep fuch a number of horfes and fera’
vants, that thcy are often § m ‘waii of imonéy ;*
ER H - and

rd
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and when they have it, they moftly have

* " fome freak in their heads, and do not think

of paying poor trades-people. At firft we .
~ were afraid to afk for payment left we fhould
lofe their cuftom, and fo it proved; when
we did venture, forced by neceflity, they
fent to- other fhops, wuhouc difcharging.
qur demand.

‘And, my dear Madam, this is not all
my grief; my fon, before his misfortunes,
was one of the moft fober, induftrious
young rren in London; but now he is not
like the fame man. He had nothing todo -
in the jail, and to.drive away care he learned
to drink ; he faid-it was a comfort to forget
himfelf, and he would add an oath—1I never
heard him fwear till then. 1 took pains-
when he was a child to teach him his

prayers, and he rewardéd me by being a.

dutiful fon. The cafe is quite altered now ;-
he feems to have loft all:natural affeCtion—
be heeds.not his.mother’s tears.—FHer fobs
almoft fuffocated ‘her, as fhe ftrove to go
on—He will bring my .grey hairs with for-
" row. to the grave--and yet 1 pity my poor

boy, -



_ ( 147 )
boy, he is thut up with fuch a number of
profligate wretches, who laugh at what is
rlght. Every farthing I fend him he fpends
in liquor, and ufed to make his poor wife
pawn her clothes to buy him drink—ifhe
was happy to die; it was well for her not ta
live to.hear the babe fhe gave fuck to de-
fpife her!

A paffion of tears relieved the fufferer, =

. and ‘fhe called her grandchildren—Thefe

innocent.babes, faid fhe, I fhall not be able
to keep them, they muft go to the work=
houfe. If the quality did but know what
*they make us poor induftrious people fuffer,
furely they would be more confiderate.

Mrs. Mafon gave her fomething to fup-
ply her prefcnt wants, and promifed to call
- on her again before fhe left town.

They walkcd filently down two or three
ftreets—1 hope you have learned to think,

my dear girls, faid Mrs. Mafon, amd that’

~ your hearts have felt the emotions of com-
paffion; need I make any cemments on
the fituation of the poor woman we have

juft left. You perceive that, thofe who

Ha neglect
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negle®t to pay their debts dc. more- harm
than they imagine; perhaps, indeed, fome
“of thefe very 'pe'ople:do,_ ‘what is called, &
noble altion, give away a large fum, and
are termed generous; nay, very probablyp,
weep at a tragedy, or whcn'rea'dmg an af-

fe@ting tale, They then boatt of their fen:

Gbility—when, alas! negle&ing the foun-

dation of all virtue, juffice, they have occa-
fioned quﬁiﬁtc diftrefs ; led-a poor wretch
into vice; heaped mifery. on helplefs in-
fancy, and drawn tears from the aged wi-
dow. - -

-

——t—— R R ——
, CHAP. XXIV.
Vifit 1o a poor Family in London.—Idlene[s
the Parent of Vice.— Prodigality and Ge-
* merofity - incomgatible.~Tke Pleafuses of
Benevolence.~True and falfe Motives for
- faving. : ‘

A AFTER the 1mprcl’ﬁon which the ﬁory,

and the fight of the family had made,

Al

way a little worn off, Caroline begged leave
- - . . N to

R
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to buy one toy, and then another, till her
money was quite gone. When Mrs, Ma-
fon found it was all expended, fhie looked’

'round for an obje@ in diftrels; a poor wo-
~ man foon prefented herfelf, and her meagre
_ -countenance gave weight to her tale—A

'babe, as meagre, hung at her breaft, which .

did not feem to, contain fufficient moxﬁurc '

‘to wet its parchcd lips.

On enquiry they found that fhe lodoed
in a neighbouring garrer. Her hufband-
had been out of employment a long tine,
and was now fick. The mafter who had-

- formerly given himr work loft gradually

great.part of his bufinefs; for his beft cuf-
tomers we're grown fo fond: of foreign arti-

_cles, that his goods grew old in the ware-

houfe. Confequently 2 number of hands -

were difmiffed, who not immediately find-
ing employment eclfewhére, were reduced: .
to' the moft-extreme diftrefs. The- truth
of this account a reputable thopkeeper ag-
tefted ; “and he added thar many of the un-
happy creatures, who die unpitied at the

- pallows, were firft lcd into. vice by acei-

dental idlenefs.
' H3 Thcy
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They afcended the dark ftairs, fearcely.

able t6 bear the bad fmells that flew from.
- every part of a fmall houfe, that contained

in each room a family, occupied in fuch an
anxious manner to obtain the neceflaries of
life, that its comforts never engaged their

, thoughts. The precarious meal was fnatch-

ed, and the ftomach did not turn, though

“the cloth, on which it was laid, was dyed

in-dirt. - When to-morrow’s bread is un--

certain, who thinks of cleanlinefs ? Thus™ -

does defpair encreafe the mifery, and. con-
fequent difeafe aggravate ‘the horrors of

poverty ! L .
They followed the woman into a low

garret, that was never vifited by the chear-.
ful rays of the fon. A man, with a fallow

- complexion, and long beard, it fhivering

over a few cinders in the bottom of a bro-
ken grate, apd two more children were on.
the ground, half naked, near him, breath-
ing the fame noxious air. The gaiety na-

- tural to their age did not animate. their

¢yes; half funk in their fockets; and, in--
ftead of fmiles, prcmaturc wrinkles had

found
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found a place in their lengthened vxfages.
. Life was nipped in .the bud; fhut up juft
as it began to unfold itfelf.. “ A.frott, a
killing froft,”'had deftroyed. the parent’s
hopes: they feemed to come into the world
only to crawl half formcd—-to fuﬁ’er, and
to die. -
. Mrs, Mafon defired thc!gu’ls o rellevc
the family ;- Caroling hung down her head -
abafthed — withing the pajtry. ornantents,
which fhe had thoughtlefsly bought, as the
bottom of the fea. . Mary, - meanwhile,
- proud of the new pnv:lcgc, emptied  her.
purfe; and Caraline, in a fupplicating
tone, entreated Mrs. Mafon to allow 'her
to give her neck handkerchxcf to the httle;
. infant,
‘- Mrs Mafon’ defired the woman to cal[
on her the next day; and they left the fa~
“mily cheered by their bounty. . ‘
Caroline expeéted the reproof that foon
procéeédéd from the mouth - of her true
~ friend. I am glad that this accident has
" occurred, to prove to you that. prodigality -

my

>
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my and felf-denial are meceflary in every
ftation; to cpable us to be genereus, and
to aét conformably to the rules of juftice.
Mary may this night enjoy. peaceful
flumbers ; idje” fancies, foolifhly indulged,
will not float in her brain ; fhe may, before
fhe clofes her eyes, thank God, for allow-
" ing her to be His inftrument of merey,
Wil the trifles thas you have purchafed
afford you fuch heart-felt delight, Caro-
line? . '
Selfith people fave, to gratify. their own
. .Caprices and appetites; the benevolent curb
both, to give fcope to the nobler feelings
of the human heart. Whea we fquander
money idly, we defraud the poor, and de-
prive our own fouls of their moft cxalted
food. If you with to be ufeful, govern
your defires, and wait net till diftrefs ob-
trudes itfelf—fearch it out. In the country
it is not always attended with fuch fhock-
ing circumftances as at. prefent; B8t
large cities, many garrets contain families,
fimilar to thofe we have fven this afternogn,
The money fpent in iadulging the vain
withes
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_withes of idlenefs, and a childith fondaefs
for pretty things not regulated by reafon,
would relieve the mifery that my, foul
fhrinks back from conteg:platmg

CHAP.‘XXV

- Mrs. Mafon’s farewel Advice to ber young
’ and:. '

H E day before ‘Mrs. Mafon was, to

leave her pupils, .fhe took a hand of
'each, and piefling them tenderly. in her

own, tears ftarted into her eyes—1I tremble

~ for you, my dear girls, for you muft now
practife by yourfelves fome of the virtues
which I have been endecavouring to ‘inculs
cate: and I-fhall anxioufly wait for the
fummer, to fee what progrefs you have
made by yourfclves
* 'We have converfed on feveral very im-
portant fubje@s; pray do not forgco the
conclufions 1 have drawn,
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- Fnow, as my latt prefent, give you 2
book, in which I have written the fubjects
that we have difcuffed. Recur frequently
to it, for the forieg illuftrating the inftruc=

tion it contains, you will not feel in fuch a

great degree -the want of my perfonal ad-
vice. Some of the reafoning you may not
thoroughly comprehend, bur, as your un-
derflandings ripen, you will feel ies full
force. o

Avoid anger; cxercife compaffion; and -

love truth. Recolle&, that from religion
your chief -comfort muft fpring, and never
negle®t the duty of prayer. Learn from
experience the comfort that arifes from
making known your wants and forrows to
the wifeft and beft of Beings, in whofe

hands are the iffues, not only of this life,.

but of that which is to come.

Your father will allow you a certain fti-
pend ; -yau-have already fe/t the pleafure of
doing good ; ever recolle® that the wild
purfuits of fancy muft be conquered, to
enable you to gratify benevolent withes,
and that you muft pra&ife ceconomy in

o trifles
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trifles to have it in your power to be gene-
rous on.great occafions, And the good
you fntend to do, do qulckly, for know,
that a trifling duty negletted is a great
fault, aad the prefent time only is at your
command.

You are now candidates: fwmy friend-
fhip, and on your advancement in virtue
my reégard will in future depend, Write
often to me, I will puntually anfwer your
fetters ; but let me have the genuine fenti-
ments of your hears. . In expreflions of
affection and refpe@, do not deviate from
truth to gain what you with for, or to tursr
a period preily,

Adiou! when you think of yeur fncnd
obferve her precepts; and'let the recolfec-
tion of my affection give additional weight
to the truths which I have endeavoured to
inftill; and, to reward my care, let me
hear that you love and praétife virtue,

L4 ‘o
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- BOOKS avritten by e fame Author,

r. A VINDIEATION of the R1GHTs of WoMAN.
_ 'Third Edition. Price 6s. 6d. bound in Boards.

- a. A VINBICATION of the RIGHTS of Mm, ia Re-
ply to Mr. Burke. Second Edition.  Price 2s. ¢d.

3. ApHisToRrICALand Moux.VnwoftheFuudn
szox.u'non, Vol. 1. Price 7s. in Boards,

- 4. THOUGHTS on thCEDUCA'HON oszAuosnx.'
. Pme 2s. 6d. .

5. "ELEMENTS of Mor.u.rn', for the Ufe of Chil-
dren; with an Introduétory Addrefs to Parents, 3 Vols.
Price gs. fewed. -

6. Youxnc GKANDISGN. A Sericé of Letters from

woung People to their Friends, 2 Vols. Price 5s. fewed,

9. The Femare READER: or, Mifcellaneous Pieces
in Prafe and Verfe; fele§ed from the beft Writers, and
difpofed under proper Héads, for the Iniprovement of

young Women.  With a Preface, contaiping fome, Hintg .

en chalc qucanon. Pnce 3. 6d.
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